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(54) DEVICE AND METHOD FOR TRANSMISSION, DEVICE AND METHOD FOR RECEPTION, 
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PROCESSING PICTURE, DEVICE AND METHOD FOR 
PROCESSING PICTURE DATA, AND DISTRIBUTION MEDIUM 



(57) In the present invention, RGB data outputted 
by a transmission side CRT monitor (3) is converted by 
a profile stored in a converter (11) into XYZ data 
which is corrected in agreement with the viewing condi- 
tions on the transmitting side by having reference to 
detection signals from sensors (S-j, S2) so that the data 
is outputted as L + M + S + data. A viewing condition con- 
version circuit (15) refers to detection signals from sen- 
sors (S 3 , S 4 ) to correct the L + M + S + data in agreement 



with the viewing conditions on the reception side to sup- 
ply the resulting XYZ data to the converter (16). The 
converter (1 6) refers to a profile (P 4 ) to convert the XYZ 
data into RGB data which is outputted to a CRT monitor 
(4). This equates color appearance of a picture on an 
input device on the transmission side to that of a picture 
on an output device on the reception side. 
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Description 

Technical Field 

5 [0001] This invention relates to a transmission apparatus, a transmitting method, a reception apparatus, a reception 
method, a picture processing system, a picture processing method, a picture data processing apparatus, a picture data 
processing method and a furnished medium. More particularly, it relates to a transmission apparatus, a transmitting 
method, a reception apparatus, a reception method, a picture processing system, a picture processing method, a pic- 
ture data processing apparatus, a picture data processing method and a furnished medium whereby coincidence in pic- 

10 ture appearance can be achieved. 

Background Art 

[0002] Heretofore, when picture data are transmitted between devices capable of retrieving or outputting pictures. 

75 including printing a picture on paper and outputting or displaying the printed picture, such as CRT monitors, printers, 
scanners or video cameras, or when a picture retrieved by or displayed on a device (input device) is outputted by or dis- 
played on another device (output device), such as by printing on a paper sheet, processing is performed on the basis 
of picture data, such as RGB data or CMY(K) data, defined separately on the input device or the output device. The 
result is that, due to the difference in device characteristics, such as difference in characteristics of filters enclosed in 

20 the devices or characteristics of the phosphor or ink, picture deviation occurs between the picture of the input device 
and that of the output device. 

[0003] There is known such a method in which the color space of picture data defined from device to device is con- 
verted into a color space prescribed by an intermediate color space, such as XYZ(CIE/XYZ) or L*a*b*(CIE/L*a*b*) pro- 
vided by CIE, so that the picture color is the same on the colorimetric level as long as the picture data is the same in 
25 this intermediate color space, no matter which device is used to output the picture corresponding to the picture data. 
[0004] For color space conversion, the relation of correspondence between RGB as device-based picture data and 
XYZ as corresponding intermediate color space data, for example, is stated in the form of a conversion table or a con- 
version equation, known as profile, is used. 

[0005] This profile is formulated from device to device by measuring the colors of a picture outputted by a device when 
30 various picture data are entered to the device, detecting the values of picture data obtained from a device when pictures 
of various colorimetric values are entered to the device and by correlating the picture data with the colorimetric values. 
[0006] Thus, by a profile formulated for a device A, the RGB data defined for the device A are converted into XYZ data 
corresponding to the colorimetric values of the associated picture. Therefore, if the XYZ data is converted into RGB 
data defined for another device B using a profile formulated for the device B, a picture having the same color (colorimet- 
35 ric values) as that in the device A is obtained in the device B. 

[0007] With the profile of the device B, the RGB data defined for the device B are converted into XYZ data correspond- 
ing to the colorimetric values of the associated picture. Therefore, if the XYZ data is converted into RGB data defined 
for the device A, using the profile for the device A, a picture having the same color (colorimetric value) as that of the 
picture in the device B is obtained in the device A. 
40 [0008] Since the data (picture data) converted by the profile into the intermediate color space is device-independent, 
it is termed device independent color or device independent data. This data is herein abbreviated occasionally to DIC. 
On the other hand, the data (picture data) defined from device to device is termed device dependent color or device 
dependent data. This data is herein abbreviated occasionally to DDC. 

[0009] Fig.38 is a block diagram showing the structure of an example of a picture processing system configured for 
45 exchanging picture data using the above-described profile, and Fig. 39 shows the stream of data in the picture process- 
ing system of Fig.38. 

[0010] Referring to Fig.38, if a scanner 43 is an input device and a CRT monitor 42 and a printer 44 are output 
devices, the scanner 43 retrieves a picture drawn on paper (retrieved picture) to generate RGB data corresponding to 
the picture (such as RGB data as DDC defined in the scanner 43). These RGB data are routed to a converter 412 and 
so converted to, for example. XYZ data as DIC using the profile for the scanner 43 pre-fbrmulated and stored in the con- 
verter 412. The resulting XYZ data is outputted to a mapping unit 414. 

[001 1] The mapping unit 414 is configured as shown for example in Fig.40. XYZ data from the converter 412 are con- 
verted by a converter 414a into data on the L*a*b* space which is the visually equalized space (L*a*b* data). The con- 
verted data is outputted to a mapping table 414d in which the L*a*b* data from the converter 414a is processed by. for 
55 example, compression of the color reproducing area (color gamut). 

[0012] It is not all colors corresponding to the picture data generated by the scanner 43 that can be regenerated by 
the CRT monitor 42 or the printer 44. Thus, the mapping table 41 4d performs compression processing of the color 
reproducing area which is the processing of mapping the L*a*b* data from the converter 414a, that is colors that can 
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be handled by the scanner 43, but that cannot be handled by the CRT monitor 42 or the printer 44, to colors that are 
closest to the colors and that can be handled by the CRT monitor 42 or the printer 44. 

[001 3] In the mapping table 41 4d, there is stored the relation of correspondence between the color reproducible area 
(color gamut) of an input device and the color reproducible area (color gamut) of an output device, wherein the input 
5 and output devices are the CRT monitor 42, scanner 43 and the printer 44. For example, il the L*a*b* data from the con- 
verter 414a is inputted as an address, the L*a*b* data associated therewith are outputted to converters 414b or 414c. 
[001 4] In the converters 41 4b or 41 4c. L*a*b* data outputted by the mapping table 41 4d are converted into XYZ data 
which are outputted to the converter 41 1 or 413. 

[001 5] In the converter 41 1 . XYZ data as DIC data from the mapping unit 41 4 (converter 41 4b) is converted into, for 
10 example, RGB data, as DDC, using the pre-formulated and stored profile for the CRT monitor 42. The converted RGB 
data is supplied to the CRT monitor 42. On the CRT monitor 42, a picture corresponding to the RGB data from the con- 
verter 41 1 is displayed, that is, the display picture is outputted. 

[0016] In the converter 413, XYZ data as DIC data from the mapping unit 414 (converter 41 4b) is converted into, for 
example, CMY(K) data, as DDC, using the pre-formulated and stored profile for the printer 44. The converted CMY(K) 
15 data is supplied to the printer 44. On the printer 44, a picture corresponding to the CMY(K) data from the converter 413 
is printed on printing paper sheet, that is a printed picture is outputted. 

[0017] Meanwhile, since the CRT monitor 42 can be used not only as an output device but also as an input device, 
like the scanner 43, the displayed picture, CRT monitor 42, converter 41 1 and the mapping unit 41 4 are interconnected 
by double-headed arrows in Figs.38 and 39. 
20 [0018] If the picture retrieved by the scanner 43 is outputted by the CRT monitor 42 or the printer 44, the display pic- 
ture or the printed picture has the same colorimetric value as that of the retrieved picture, thus preventing color deviation 
from occurring. 

[0019] If, when using the profile, the colorimetric condition at the time of profile formulation differs from the viewing 
condition in which the retrieved picture, printed picture or the displayed picture is viewed, such as luminance or chro- 
25 maticity of the surrounding light or the background, there is produced difference in color appearance as perceived by 
the viewer due to changes in the visual perception of the viewer. 

[0020] Therefore, in a picture that can be viewed by self-emission of light, such as a soft copy picture, e.g., a display 
picture outputted by the CRT monitor 42, as a self-light-emitting device, the color appearance differs due to the differ- 
ence in the chromaticity point of the white color point (lightest point) of the device (herein the CRT monitor 42). The rea- 
30 son is that the human visual sense endeavours to adapted itself to both the surrounding light and to the white color point 
of the self-light-emitting device. 

[0021] Fig. 41 shows an illustrative structure of another conventional picture processing system. 
[0022] In Fig.41 , a picture of a pre-set original, retrieved by a scanner 502, is retrieved as RGB data as DDC data and 
is supplied to a converter 513 of a picture processing unit 511 as the CMS. The converter 513 converts the input RGB 
35 data into XYZ data as DIC data to output the converted data to a profile connection space (PCS) 514. 

[0023] Similarly, a picture displayed on the CRT 501 , is retrieved to a converter 51 2 of the picture processing unit 51 1 
and converted into XYZ data which is sent to the PCS 51 4. The converter 51 2 also converts the XYZ data from the PCS 
514 into RGB data to output the converted data to a CRT for display. 

[0024] The converter 515 converts the XYZ data supplied from the PCS 514 int. for example, CMY(K) data as DDC 
40 data, to output the converted data to a printer 503 for printing on a printing paper sheet. 

[0025] The operation is now explained with reference to Fig.42 showing that the picture retrieved by the scanner 502 
is printed by the printer 503 and simultaneously displayed on the CRT 501 . 

[0026] That is, the RGB picture data, retrieved by the scanner 502 from the original, is converted by the converter 513 
into XYZ data which is sent to the PCS 514. The converter 515 converts the XYZ data entered from the PCS 514 into 
45 CMY(K) data to output the converted data to the printer 503. It is noted that K (black) may occasionally be absent. The 
printer 503 prints a picture corresponding to the input CMY(K) data on the printing paper sheet. 
[0027] The converter 512 converts the XYZ data supplied by the PCS 514 into RGB data which is outputted to the 
CRT 1 for display. 

[0028] Thus, with the present picture processing system, picture data retrieved by a pre-set device and which is 
so dependent on the device, is transiently converted by the converter into picture data not dependent on the device. The 
converted picture data is again converted by an output side converter into data which is dependent on the device. This 
device dependent data is outputted. Thus, by adjusting the converter, it becomes possible to realize coincidence of the 
colorimetric values of the input or output picture. 

[0029] Meanwhile, the conversion processing gives similar results no matter where the processing is executed. That 
55 is. as shown in Fig.43. picture data l in and device profile data D in are sent to a converter 602 of a picture processing 
unit 601 to generate device independent picture data P which is sent to a converter 604 of a picture processing unit 603. 
In this converter 604, the picture data I' is acted on by device profile data D out to produce picture data l out , as shown in 
Fig.43. 
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[0030] In the picture processing unit 61 1 , the input picture data l in and device profile data D jn are directly transmitted 
to a picture processing unit 612. The picture data l in and the device profile data D in are sent to a converter 613 of the 
picture processing unit 612 to generate device independent picture data I 1 . This picture data P is acted upon in a con- 
verier 614 of the picture processing unit 612 by the device profile data D out to produce picture data l out , as shown in 
5 Fig.44. 

[0031] It is also possible to send the picture data l jn and the device profile data D in to a converter 622 of a picture 
processing unit 612 to generate device independent picture data P which is then supplied to a converter 623 of the pic- 
ture processing unit 621, with the device profile data D out being then acted on the input picture data P in the converter 
623 to generate picture data l out , as shown in Fig.45. In this case, the picture processing unit 624 sends the device pro- 
10 file data D out to the picture processing unit 621 and is fed with picture data l out outputted by the picture processing unit 
621 to directly output the picture data l^. 

[0032] If, for example, the picture information is transmitted between two devices interconnected over a network, the 
viewing conditions in which these two devices are installed tend to differ from each other. Thus, there are occasions 
wherein the pictures outputted and displayed by these two devices differ from each other in color appearance. 

75 [0033] For example, it is assumed that a soft copy picture is displayed on a CRT 501 A. It is also assumed that if, with 
the color temperature and the luminance of the surrounding light of 4150 K (F6) and 100 cd/m 2 , a picture displayed on 
the CRT 501 A is sent via a picture processing unit 531 to another CRT 501B placed under the same visual the for dis- 
play, the color temperature and luminance of the CRT 501 A are 6500 K and 100 cd/m 2 , while those of the CRT 501 B 
are 9300 K and 120 cd/m 2 . In this case, the picture displayed on the CRT 501 A is not coincident in appearance with 

20 that displayed on the CRT 501 B, because the respective CRTs differ in color temperature and luminance. 

[0034] Even if the CRT 501 A and the CRT 501 B are of the same value of color temperature of 500 K and of the same 
value of luminance of 80 cd/m 2 , the two pictures are not coincident in appearance if the color temperature and lumi- 
nance of the surrounding light of the CRT 501 A are 41 50 K (F6) and 1 00 cd/m 2 , while the color temperature and lumi- 
nance of the surrounding light of the CRT 501 B are 6500 K (D65) and 1 50 cd/m 2 , as shown in Fig.47. 

25 [0035] Also, if, when a picture displayed on the CRT 501 is retrieved and sent to the printer 503 where it is printed as 
a hard copy picture on the printing paper sheet, as shown in Fig.48, the color temperature and luminance of the sur- 
rounding light of CRT 501 are 4150 K (F6) and 100 cd/m 2 , respectively, while the color temperature and luminance of 
the surrounding light of the printer 503 are 6500 K (F6) and 1 50 cd/m 2 , respectively, the two pictures are not coincident 
in appearance. 

30 

Disclosure of the Invention 

[0036] In light of the foregoing, it is an object of the present invention to provide a picture processing system having 
a network structure, in which the same color appearance may be realized despite difference in the visual conditions, 
35 and in which only the same color can be easily realized, despite difference in the visual conditions, with the use of a 
pre-existing system. 

[0037] A transmitting apparatus according to the present invention includes input means to which are entered param- 
eters of the viewing condition under which the picture entered from the input device is viewed, transform means for 
transforming picture data entered by the input device into appearance index data corresponding to color appearance 
40 under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the input means, and trans- 
mission means for transmitting the appearance index data outputted by the transform means via the transmission 
medium. 

[0038] In this transmission apparatus, viewing condition parameters entered by input means are entered by input 
means. The transform means are responsive to viewing condition parameters entered by input means to convert the 
45 picture data entered by the input device to appearance index data corresponding to the color appearance under the 
viewing conditions. The appearance index data outputted by the conversion means are transmitted via a transmission 
medium by the transmission means. 

[0039] For example, viewing condition parameters of the viewing condition under which a picture entered from the 
CRT monitor as an input device are entered by input means. The conversion means are responsive to data such as, for 
so example, luminance of the surrounding light, to transform data outputted by a CRT monitor to color appearance index 
data under the viewing conditions . The appearance index data obtained from the transform means is sent by transmis- 
sion means to a transmission medium, such as a network. 

[0040] A transmitting method according to the present invention includes an input step for inputting parameters of the 
viewing conditions under which the picture entered from the input device is viewed, a transform step for transforming 
55 picture data entered by the input step into appearance index data corresponding to color appearance under the viewing 
conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the input means and a transmission step for 
transmitting the appearance index data outputted by the transform step via the transmission medium. 
[0041 ] A furnishing medium according to the present invention furnishes a computer program used for a transmission 
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apparatus which is adapted for transforming a picture entered by an input device in a pre-set manner and which is used 
for transmitting the picture via a transmission medium. The computer program has an input step for inputting parame- 
ters of the viewing condition under which the picture entered from the input device is viewed, a transform step for trans- 
forming picture data entered by the input step into appearance index data corresponding to color appearance under the 

5 viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the input means and a transmission 
step for transmitting the appearance index data outputted by the transform step via the transmission medium. 
[0042] In the above transmission method and furnishing medium, the parameters of the viewing conditions, under 
which the parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is viewed a picture entered from the input device, are 
entered by the input step. The transform step is responsive to the parameters of the viewing conditions to convert pic- 

10 ture data entered by the input device into color index appearance data corresponding to color appearance under the 
viewing conditions. The transmission step transmits the appearance index data outputted by the transform step via 
transmission medium. 

[0043] For example, the parameters of the viewing conditions under which is viewed a picture entered from a CRT 
monitor as an input device are entered at the input step. The transform is responsive to data such as luminance of the 
is surrounding light to convert the output data of the CRT monitor to appearance index data corresponding to the color 
appearance under the viewing environment. The transmission step sends the appearance index data obtained by the 
transform step to a transmission medium, such as network. 

[0044] A transmitting apparatus according to the present invention includes input means to which are entered param- 
eters of the viewing condition under which the picture entered from the input device is viewed, first transform means for 

20 transforming picture data entered by the input device into appearance index data corresponding to color appearance 
under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the input means, reception 
means for receiving viewing condition parameters on the reception side, second transform means for converting the 
index data responsive to parameters of the viewing condition on the reception side received by the reception means so 
that the color appearance of a picture outputted by an output device on the reception side will be coincident with that of 

25 a picture entered by the input device and transmission means for transmitting data outputted by the second transform 
means over the transmission medium. 

[0045] In the present transmission apparatus, parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is viewed a picture 
entered from an input device, ae entered by input means. The first transform means is responsive to the viewing con- 
dition parameters entered by the input device to convert input picture data entered by the input device to appearance 

30 index data corresponding to color appearance under the viewing conditions. The reception means receives the viewing 
condition parameters on the reception side. The second transform means is responsive to the viewing condition param- 
eters on the reception side received by the reception means to convert the index data so that the color appearance of 
the picture outputted by the output device on the reception side will be coincident with the color appearance of the input 
picture from the input device. The transmission means transmits data outputted by the second transform means via 

35 transmission medium. 

[0046] For example, parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is viewed a picture entered from a CRT mon- 
itor, as an input device, are entered by input means. The first transform means is responsive to data, such as luminance 
of ambient light, entered by the input device, to convert input picture data entered by the input device to appearance 
index data corresponding to color appearance under the viewing conditions. The reception means receives the viewing 

40 condition parameters on the reception side. The second transform means is responsive to the viewing condition param- 
eters on the reception side received by the reception means to convert the index data so that the color appearance of 
the picture outputted by the CRT as the output device on the reception side will be coincident with the color appearance 
of the input picture from the input device. The transmission means transmits data outputted by the second transform 
means via transmission medium. 

45 [0047] A transmitting method according to the present invention includes an input step for inputting parameters of the 
viewing conditions under which the picture entered from the input device is viewed, a first transform step for transform- 
ing picture data entered by the input device into appearance index data corresponding to color appearance under the 
viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the input step, a reception step for 
receiving viewing condition parameters on the reception side, a second transform step for converting the index data 

so responsive to parameters of the viewing conditions on the reception side received by the reception step so that the color 
appearance of a picture outputted by an output device on the reception side will be coincident with that of a picture 
entered by the input device and a transmission step for transmitting data outputted by the second transform step over 
the transmission medium. 

[0048] A furnishing medium according to the present invention furnishes a computer program used for a transmission 
55 apparatus adapted for transforming a picture entered by an input device in a pre-set manner and for transmitting the 
picture via a transmission medium. The computer program has an input step for inputting parameters of the viewing 
conditions under which the picture entered from the input device is viewed, a first transform step for transforming picture 
data entered by the input device into appearance index data corresponding to color appearance under the viewing con- 
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ditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the input step, a reception step for receiving view- 
ing condition parameters on the reception side, a second transform step for converting the index data responsive to 
parameters of the viewing condition on the reception side received by the reception step so that the color appearance 
of a picture outputted by an output device on the reception side will be coincident with that of a picture entered by the 
5 input device and a transmission step for transmitting data outputted by the second transform step over the transmission 
medium. 

[0049] With the transmission method and the furnishing medium, parameters of the viewing conditions, under which 
is observed an input picture from an input device, are entered at the input step The first transform step is responsive to 
the viewing condition parameters entered from the input step to convert the picture data entered from the input device 

10 into appearance index data corresponding to the color appearance under the viewing conditions. The reception step 
receives the viewing condition parameters on the reception side. The second transform step is responsive to the view- 
ing condition parameters on the reception side received by the reception step to convert the index data so that the color 
appearance of the picture outputted by the output device on the reception side will be coincident with the color appear- 
ance of the picture entered from the input device. The transmission step transmits data outputted by the second trans- 

75 form step via transmission medium. 

[0050] For example, parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is observed an input picture from an input 
device, are entered from a CRT monitor as an input device. The first transform step is responsive to data such as lumi- 
nance of the ambient light to convert the picture data entered from the input device into appearance index data corre- 
sponding to the color appearance under the viewing conditions. The reception step receives the viewing condition 

20 parameters on the reception side. The second transform step is responsive to the viewing condition parameters on the 
reception side received by the reception step to convert the index data so that the color appearance of the picture out- 
putted by a CRT monitor as the output device on the reception side will be coincident with the color appearance of the 
picture entered from a CRT monitor as the input device. The transmission step transmits data outputted by the second 
transform step via transmission medium. 

25 [0051 ] A transmitting apparatus according to the present invention includes input means to which are entered param- 
eters of the viewing conditions under which the picture entered from the input device is viewed and transmitting means 
for transmitting the picture entered from the input device and the viewing condition parameters entered from the input 
means. 

[0052] In the present transmission apparatus, the parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is viewed a input 
30 picture from the input device, are entered from input means. The transmission means transmits a picture entered from 
the input device and the viewing condition parameters entered from the input means. The viewing condition parameters, 
under which is viewed a CRT monitor, as an input device, are entered from input means. The transmission means trans- 
mits the input picture data, such as luminance of the ambient light, and the input viewing condition parameters from the 
input means to a transmission medium, such as network. 
35 [0053] A transmitting method according to the present invention includes an input step for inputting parameters of the 
viewing conditions under which the picture entered from the input device is viewed and a transmitting step for transmit- 
ting the picture entered from the input device and the viewing condition parameters entered from the input step. 
[0054] A furnishing medium according to the present invention furnishes a computer program used for a transmission 
apparatus which is adapted for transforming a picture entered by an input device in a pre-set manner and which is used 
40 for transmitting the picture via a transmission medium. The computer program has an input step for inputting parame- 
ters of the viewing conditions under which the picture entered from the input device is viewed and a transmitting step 
for transmitting the picture entered from the input device and the viewing condition parameters entered from the input 
step. 

[0055] In the transmission method and the furnishing medium, parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is 
45 viewed an input picture from the input device, and the transmission step transmits an input picture from the input device 
and the input viewing condition parameters from the input step. The input step inputs viewing condition parameters, 
such as luminance of the ambient light, as the viewing conditions of viewing the CRT monitor as the input device, are 
entered from the input step. The picture data entered from the CRT monitor as the input device and the viewing condi- 
tion parameters entered from the input step, are sent by the transmission step to a transmission medium, such as a net- 
so work. 

[0056] A reception apparatus according to the present invention includes reception means for receiving the picture 
data transmitted from the transmitting side, input means for entering parameters of the viewing conditions under which 
is viewed a picture displayed and outputted on the output device, transform means for converting the picture data 
received by the reception means, responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the input means, so that 
55 the color appearance of the picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with that of the pic- 
ture entered from the input device on the transmitting side and output means for outputting the picture data converted 
by the transform means to the output device. 

[0057] In the present reception apparatus, the reception means receives picture data transmitted from the transmitting 
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side. The transmitting side is responsive to input parameters of the viewing condition from input means under which a 
picture displayed and outputted on an output device to convert picture data received by the reception means so that the 
color appearance of the picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with that of the input 
picture entered from the transmitting side input device. The output means outputs the picture data converted by the 

5 transform means to an output device. 

[0058] For example, the reception means receives picture data transmitted from the transmitting side. The transmit- 
ting side is responsive to input parameters of the viewing condition from input means, such as luminance of the sur- 
rounding light, under which a picture displayed and outputted on a CRT monitor as an output device to convert picture 
data received by the reception means so that the color appearance of the picture displayed and outputted on the output 

w device will be coincident with that of the input picture entered from CRT monitor as the transmitting side irput device. 
The output means outputs the picture data converted by the transform means to the output device. 
[0059] A reception method according to the present invention includes a reception step for receiving the picture data 
transmitted from the transmitting side, an input step for entering parameters of the viewing conditions under which is 
viewed a picture displayed and outputted on the output device, a transform step for converting the picture data received 

15 by the reception step, responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the input step, so that the color 
appearance of the picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered 
from the input device and an output step for outputting the picture data converted by the transform step to the output 
device. 

[0060] A furnishing medium according to the present invention furnishes a computer program used in a reception 
20 apparatus for receiving picture data entered and transmitted from a transmission side input device after conversion in 
agreement with viewing condition parameters of the transmitting side and those of the reception side, and for displaying 
and outputting the received picture data on an output device. The computer program includes a reception step for 
receiving the picture data transmitted from the transmitting side, an input step for inputting parameters of the viewing 
conditions under which is viewed a picture displayed and outputted on the output device, a transform step for converting 
25 the picture data received by the reception step responsive to the viewing condition parameters received by the input 
step so that the color appearance of the picture cfisplayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with that 
of the picture entered from the input device and an output step for outputting the picture data converted by the transform 
step to the output device. 

[0081] In the above reception method and furnishing medium, the reception step receives picture data transmitted 
30 from the transmitting side, and parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is viewed a picture displayed and out- 
putted on the output device, are entered at the input step. The transform step is responsive to the input viewing condi- 
tion parameters from the input step to convert picture data received by the reception step so that the color appearance 
of the picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with the color appearance of the picture 
entered from the transmission side input device. The output step outputs picture data transformed by the transform step 
35 to the output device. 

[0062] For example, the reception step receives picture data transmitted from the transmitting side, and luminance of 
the surrounding light, as the parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is observed a CRT monitor, as an output 
device on the reception side, is entered at the input step. The transform step is responsive to the input viewing condition 
parameters from the input step to convert picture data received by the reception step so that the color appearance of 
40 the picture displayed and outputted on a CRT monitor will be coincident with the color appearance of the picture entered 
from a CRT monitor as the transmission side input device. The output step outputs picture data transformed by the 
transform step to a CRT monitor as the output device. 

[0053] A reception apparatus according to the present invention input means to which are entered parameters of the 
viewing conditions under which a picture displayed and outputted on the output device is viewed, transmitting means 
45 for transmitting the viewing condition parameters entered from the input means to the transmitting side, reception 
means for receiving the picture data transmitted from the transmitting side and output means for outputting the picture 
data received by the reception means to the output device. 

[0064] In the present reception apparatus, parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is viewed a picture dis- 
played and outputted on an output device, are entered from input means. The transmission means transmits the view- 
so ing condition parameters entered f r the input means. The reception means receives the picture data transmitted from 
the transmission side. The output means outputs the picture data received by the reception means to the output device. 
[0065] For example, parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is viewed a picture displayed and outputted 
on an output device, such as luminance of the ambient light, are entered from input means. The transmission means 
transmits the viewing condition parameters entered from the input means. The reception means receives the picture 
55 data transmitted from the transmission side after pre-set correction consistent with the transmitted viewing condition 
parameters. The output means outputs the picture data received by the reception means to a CRT monitor. 
[0066] A reception method according to the present invention includes an input step to which are entered parameters 
of the viewing conditions under which a picture displayed and outputted on the output device is viewed, a transmitting 



7 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0907283A1_L> 



EP0S07 283 AH 



step for transmitting the viewing condition parameters entered from the input step to the transmitting side, a reception 
step for receiving the picture data transmitted from the transmitting side and an output step for outputting the picture 
data received by the reception step to the output device. 

[00671 A furnishing medium according to the present invention furnishes a computer program used in a reception 
5 apparatus for receiving picture data entered and transmitted from a transmission side input device after conversion in 
agreement with viewing condition parameters of the transmitting side and those of the reception side, and for displaying 
and outputting the received picture data on an output device. The computer program includes an input step to which are 
entered parameters of a viewing condition under which a picture displayed and outputted on the output device is 
viewed, a transmitting step for transmitting the viewing condition parameters entered from the input means to the trans- 
it mitting side, a reception step for receiving the picture data transmitted from the transmitting side and an.output step for 
outputting the picture data received by the reception means to the output device. 

[0068] In the above reception method and furnishing medium, parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is 
viewed a picture displayed and outputted on an output device, are enteral from the input step. The transmission step 
transmits to the transmitting side the viewing condition parameters entered from the input step. The reception step 
is receives picture data transmitted from the transmitting side. The output step outputs the picture data received by the 
reception step to an output device. 

[0069] For example, luminance of the ambient light is entered at an input step, and the transmission step transmits 
the input viewing condition parameters to the transmitting side. The reception side receives picture data corrected in a 
pre-set manner in meeting with the transmitted viewing condition parameters and transmitted from the transmitting side. 

20 The output step outputs the received picture data to the CRT monitor. \ ...... 

[0070] A reception apparatus according to the present invention includes reception means for receiving the picture 
data and the viewing condition parameters of the transmitting side, transmitted from the transmitting side, first transform 
means for transforming the picture data into color appearance index data under the viewing conditions responsive to 
the viewing condition parameters received by the reception means, input means to which are entered viewing condition 

25 parameters for viewing a picture displayed and outputted on the output device, 

second transform means for converting the index data responsive to parameters of the viewing condition entered by the 
input means so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by the output device will be coincident with that of a 
picture entered by the input device on the transmitting side and output means for outputting picture data obtained by 
the second transform means to the output device. 

so [0071 ] In the present reception device, the reception means receives the picture data transmitted from the transmitting 
side and the viewing condition parameters of the transmitting side. The first transform means is responsive to the view- 
ing condition parameters received by the reception means to convert the picture data into appearance index data cor- 
responding to color appearance under the viewing conditions. The parameters of the viewing conditions, under which 
is observed a picture displayed and outputted on the output device, are entered from the input means The second trans- 

35 form means is responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the input mans to convert the index data 
so that the color appearance of the picture outputted by the output device will be coincident with that of the picture 
entered from the transmission side input device. The output device outputs the picture data obtained by the second 
transform means to an output device. 

[0072] For example, the reception means receives the picture data transmitted from the transmitting side and the 
40 viewing condition parameters of the transmitting side, such as luminance of ambient light. The first transform means is 
responsive to the received viewing condition parameters to convert the picture data into appearance index data corre- 
sponding to color appearance under the viewing conditions of viewing the transmitting side CRT monitor. The parame- 
ters of the viewing conditions, such as luminance of the viewing conditions under which is observed a picture displayed 
and outputted on the output device on the reception side, such as a CRT monitor, are entered from the input means. 
45 The second transform means is responsive to the input viewing condition parameters to convert the index data so that 
the color appearance of the picture outputted by the CRT monitor as the output device will be coincident with that of the 
picture entered from the CRT monitor, such as the transmission side input device. The output device outputs the picture 
data obtained by the second transform means to an output device, such as a CRT monitor. 

[0073] A reception method according to the present invention includes a reception step for receiving the picture data 
so and the viewing condition parameters of the transmitting side, transmitted from the transmitting side, a first transform 
step for transforming the picture data into appearance index data corresponding to color appearance under the viewing 
conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters received by the reception step, an input step to which are 
entered viewing condition parameters for viewing a picture displayed and outputted on the output device, a second 
transform step for converting the index data responsive to parameters of the viewing conditions entered by the input 
55 step so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by the output device will be coincident with that of a picture 
entered by the input device on the transmitting side and an output step for outputting picture data obtained by the sec- 
ond transform step to the output device. 

[0074] A furnishing medium according to the present invention furnishes a computer program used for a reception 
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apparatus for receiving picture data transmitted from a transmitting side and entered from an input device of the trans- 
mitting side and parameters of the viewing conditions under which a picture entered from the input device is viewed, 
and for displaying and outputting the received picture data and parameters on an output device. The computer program 
includes a reception step for receiving the picture data and the viewing condition parameters of the transmitting side. 

5 transmitted from the transmitting side, a first transform step for transforming the picture data into appearance index data 
corresponding to color appearance under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters 
received by the reception step, an input step to which are entered viewing condition parameters for viewing a picture 
displayed and outputted on the output device, a second transform step for converting the index data responsive to 
parameters of the viewing conditions entered by the input step so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by 

io the output device will be coincident with that of a picture entered by the input device on the transmitting side and an 
output step for outputting picture data obtained by the second transform step to the output device. 
[0075] In the above reception method and furnishing medium, the reception step receives picture data and the viewing 
condition parameters of the transmitting side, transmitted from the transmitting side, and the first transform step is 
responsive to the viewing condition parameters received by the reception step to convert picture data into appearance 

75 index data corresponding to color appearance under the viewing conditions. The parameters of the viewing conditions, 
under which is observed a picture displayed and outputted by an output device, are entered in the input step. The sec- 
ond transform step is responsive to the viewing condition parameters enteral from the input step to convert the index 
data so that the color appearance of an output picture of the output device will be coincident with the color appearance 
of the picture entered from the input device of the transmitting side. The output step outputs picture data obtained by 

20 the second transform step to an output device. 

[0076] For example, the reception step receives picture data and the viewing condition parameters of the transmitting 
side, transmitted from the transmitting side, and the first transform step is responsive to the viewing condition parame- 
ters received by the reception step to convert index data into appearance index data corresponding to color appearance 
under the viewing conditions. The parameters of the viewing conditions, such as luminance of the surrounding light, 

25 under which is observed a CRT monitor on the transmitting side, as an output device, are entered in the input step. The 
second transform step is responsive to the input viewing condition parameters to convert the index data so that the color 
appearance of an output picture of the CRT monitor as an output device will be coincident with the color appearance of 
the picture entered from the CRT monitor as an input device of the transmitting side. The output step outputs picture 
data obtained by the second transform step to a CRT monitor as an output device. 

30 [0077] In a picture processing system according to the present invention, the transmitting side includes first input 
means to which are entered viewing condition parameters for observing the picture entered from the input device, first 
transform means for converting picture data entered from the input device into appearance index data associated with 
color appearance under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the first 
input means and transmission means for transmitting the appearance index data outputted by the first transform means 

35 via the transmission medium. On the other hand, the reception side includes reception means for receiving the index 
data transmitted via the transmission medium, second input means to which are entered parameters of the viewing con- 
ditions under which a picture displayed and outputted on the output device is viewed, second transform means for con- 
verting index data received by the reception means responsive to the parameters of the viewing conditions entered from 
the second input means so that the color appearance of the picture displayed and outputted on the output device will 

40 be coincident with that of the picture entered from the input device on the transmitting side and outputting means for 
outputting the picture data converted by the second transform means to the output device. 

[0078] In this picture processing system, the transmitting side is fed from the first input means with parameters of the 
viewing conditions under which is viewed a picture entered from the input device. The first transform means is respon- 
sive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the first input means to convert the input picture data from the 

45 first input means into appearance index data corresponding to the color appearance under the viewing conditions. The 
transmitting means transmits the appearance index data outputted by the first transform means via the transmission 
medium. On the reception side, the reception means receives the index data transmitted via the network. The parame- 
ters of the viewing conditions, under which is viewed an output picture displayed on the output device, are entered from 
the second input means. The second transform means is responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from 

so the second input means to convert the index data received by the reception means so that the color appearance of the 
picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with the color appearance of the picture entered 
from the input device on the transmitting side. The output means outputs the picture data converted by the second 
transform means to the output device. 

[0079] For example, the transmitting side is fed from the first input means with parameters of the viewing conditions 
55 under which is viewed a CRT monitor as the input device. The first transform means is responsive to the input viewing 
condition parameters to convert the input picture data entered to the CRT monitor as the input device into appearance 
index data corresponding to the color appearance under the viewing conditions. The transmitting means transmits the 
resulting data via a network. On the reception side, the reception means receives the index data transmitted via the net- 
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work. The parameters of the viewing conditions, such as luminance of the surrounding light, under which is viewed an 
output picture displayed on a CRT monitor, as the output device, are entered from the second input means. The second 
transform means is responsive to the received viewing condition parameters to convert the index data received by the 
reception means so that the color appearance of the picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coin- 
5 cident with the color appearance of the picture entered from a CRT monitor as the input device on the transmitting side. 
The output means outputs the picture data converted by the second transform means to the CRT monitor as the output 
device. 

[0080] In a picture processing method according to the present invention, the transmitting side includes a first input 
step to which are entered viewing condition parameters for observing the picture, a first transform step for converting 
10 picture data entered from the input device into appearance index data associated with color appearance under the 
viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the first input step and a transmission 
step for transmitting the appearance index data outputted by the first transform step via the transmission medium. On 
the other hand, the reception side includes 

a reception step for receiving the index data transmitted via the transmission medium, a second input step to which are 

15 entered parameters of the viewing conditions under which a picture displayed and outputted on the output device is 
viewed, a second transform step for converting index data received by the reception step responsive to the parameters 
of the viewing conditions entered from the second input step so that the color appearance of the picture displayed and 
outputted on the output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from the input device on the transmitting 
side and an output step for outputting picture data converted by the second conversion step to the output device. 

20 [0061] A furnishing medium according to the present invention furnishes a computer program used in a picture 
processing system in which a transmitting side performs pre -set conversion on a picture entered from an input device 
to transmit the picture via a transmission medium and in which a reception side performs pre-set conversion on the pic- 
ture transmitted via the transmission medium to display and output the converted picture on an output device. A com- 
puter program portion of the transmitting side includes a first input step to which are entered viewing condition 

25 parameters for observing the picture entered from the input device, a first transform step for converting picture data 
entered from the input device into appearance index data associated with color appearance under the viewing condi- 
tions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the first input step and a transmission step for trans- 
mitting the appearance data outputted by the first transform step via the transmission medium. On the other hand, a 
computer program portion of the reception side includes a reception step for receiving the index data transmitted via 

30 the transmission medium, a second input step to which are entered parameters of the viewing conditions under which 
a picture displayed and outputted on the output device is viewed, a second transform step for converting index data 
received by the reception step responsive to the parameters of the viewing conditions entered from the second input 
step so that the color appearance of the picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with that 
of the picture entered from the input device on the transmitting side and an output step for outputting picture data con- 

35 verted by the second conversion step to the output device. 

[0082] In the above picture processing method and the furnishing medium according to the present invention, the 
transmitting side is fed from the first step with parameters of the viewing conditions under which is viewed an input pic- 
ture from the input device. The first transform step is responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the 
input step to convert input picture data from the input device into appearance index data corresponding to the color 

40 appearance under the viewing conditions. The transmitting step transmits appearance index data outputted by the first 
transform step via transmission medium. On the reception side, the reception step receives the index data transmitted 
via transmission medium, and parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is viewed a picture displayed and out- 
putted on the output device, are entered from the second input step. The second transform step is responsive to the 
input viewing condition parameters from the second input step to convert the index data received by the reception step 

45 so that the color appearance of a picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with that of a 
picture entered from the input device on the transmitting side. The output step outputs picture data for example, con- 
verted by the second transform step to the output device. 

[0083] For example, the transmitting side is fed from the first step with parameters of the viewing conditions under 
which is viewed a CRT monitor as an input device, such as luminance of the surrounding light. The first transform step 

so is responsive to the input viewing condition parameters to convert RGB data from the CRT monitor, such as an input 
device, into appearance index data corresponding to the color appearance under the viewing conditions. The transmit- 
ting step transmits the resulting data via a network. On the reception side, the reception step receives the index data 
transmitted via network, and parameters of the viewing conditions, under which is viewed a picture displayed and out- 
putted on CRT monitor, as the output device, are entered from the second input step. The second transform step is 

55 responsive to the input viewing condition parameters from the second input step to convert the index data received by 
the reception step so that the color appearance of a picture displayed and outputted on the CRT monitor as output 
device will be coincident with that of a picture entered from the CRT monitor as the input device on the transmitting side. 
The output step outputs picture data for example, converted by the second transform step to the CRT monitor as the 
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output device. 

[0084] In a picture processing system in which a transmitting side performs pre-set conversion on a picture entered 
from an input device to transmit the picture via a transmission medium and in which a reception side displays and out- 
puts the converted picture on an output device, the transmitting side includes first input means to which are entered 

5 viewing condition parameters for observing the picture entered from the input device, first transform means for convert- 
ing picture data entered from the input device into appearance index data associated with color appearance under the 
viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the first input means, first reception 
means for receiving parameters of the viewing conditions on the reception side for observing a picture displayed and 
outputted on the output device, second transform means for converting the index data outputted by the first transform 

io means responsive to the viewing condition parameters received by the first reception means so that the color appear- 
ance of the picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from 
the input device and first transmission means for transmitting data obtained by the second transform means via the 
transmission medium. On the other hand, 

the reception side includes second reception means for receiving the data transmitted via the transmission medium, 
is output means for outputting the data received by the second reception means to the output device, second input means 
to which are entered parameters of viewing conditions under which a picture displayed and outputted on the output 
device is observed and second transmission means for transmitting the viewing condition parameters entered from the 
second input means to the transmitting side. 

[0085] In the present picture processing system, the transmitting side is fed from the first input means with parameters 
20 of the viewing conditions under which is viewed an input picture from the input device. The first transform means is 
responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the first input means to convert input picture data from the 
input device into appearance index data corresponding to the color appearance under the viewing conditions. The first 
reception means receives parameters of the viewing conditions on the reception side under which is viewed a picture 
displayed and outputted on the output device. The second transform means is responsive to the viewing condition 
25 parameters received by the first reception means to convert output index data of the first transform means so that the 
color appearance of a picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with that of the picture 
entered from the input device. The first transmitting means transmits data obtained by the second transform means via 
transmission medium. On the reception side, the second reception means receives data transmitted via transmission 
medium. The output means outputs data received by the second reception means to the output device. The parameters 
30 of the viewing conditions under which is viewed a picture displayed and outputted on the output device are entered by 
the second input means. The second transmitting means transmits the viewing condition parameters entered by the 
second input means to the transmitting side. 

[0086] For example, the transmitting side is fed from the first input means with parameters of the viewing conditions 
under which is viewed an input picture from CRT monitor as the input device. The first transform means is responsive 

35 to the viewing condition parameters entered from the first input means to convert input picture data from a CRT monitor 
as the input device into appearance index data corresponding to the color appearance under the viewing conditions. 
The first reception means receives parameters of the viewing conditions on the reception side under which is viewed a 
picture displayed and outputted on a CRT monitor as the output device on the reception side. The second transform 
means is responsive to the received viewing condition parameters, such as luminance of the surrounding light on the 

40 reception side, to convert output index data of the first transform means so that the color appearance of a picture dis- 
played and outputted on the CRT monitor as the output device on the reception side will be coincident with that of the 
picture entered from the CRT monitor as the input device on the transmitting side. The first transmitting means transmits 
the resulting data via network On the reception side, the second reception means receives data transmitted via net- 
work. The output means outputs received data to the CRT monitor as the output device on the reception side. The 

45 parameters of the viewing conditions under which is viewed a picture displayed and outputted on the output device, 
such as data like luminance of the surrounding light, are entered by the second input means. The second transmitting 
means transmits the input viewing condition parameters the transmitting side. 

[0087] In a picture processing method according to the present invention, the transmitting side includes a first input 
step to which are entered viewing condition parameters for observing the picture entered from the input device, a first 

so transform step for converting picture data entered from the input device into appearance index data associated with 
color appearance under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the first 
input step, a first reception step for receiving parameters of viewing conditions on the reception side for observing a pic- 
ture displayed and outputted on the output device, a second transform step for converting the index data outputted by 
the first transform step responsive to the viewing condition parameters received by the first reception step so that the 

55 color appearance of the picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with that of the picture 
entered from the input device and a first transmission step for transmitting data obtained by the second transform step 
via the transmission medium. On the other hand, the reception side includes a second reception step for receiving the 
data transmitted via the transmission medium, an output step for outputting the data received by the second reception 
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step to the output device, a second input step to which are entered parameters of viewing conditions under which a pic- 
ture displayed and outputted on the output device is observed and a second transmission step for transmitting the view- 
ing condition parameters entered from the second input step t§#ie transmitting side. 

[0088] A furnishing medium according to the present invention furnish^ eavcomputer program used in a picture 

5 processing system in which a transmitting side performs pre-set conversion orra picture entered from an input device 
to transmit the picture via a transmission medium and in which a reception side displays and outputs the picture trans- 
mitted via the transmission medium on an output device. A transmitting side computer program portion includes a first 
input step to which are entered viewing condition parameters for observing the picture entered from the input device, a 
first transform step for converting picture data entered from the input device into appearance index data associated with 

10 color appearance under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the first 
input step, a first reception step for receiving parameters of viewing conditions on the reception side for observing a pic- 
ture displayed and outputted on the output device, a second transform step for converting the index data outputted by 
the first transform step responsive to the viewing condition parameters received by the first reception step so that the 
color appearance of the picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with that of the picture 

15 entered from the input device and a first transmission step for transmitting data obtained by the second transform step 
via the transmission medium. On the other hand, a reception side computer program portion includes a second recep- 
tion step for receiving the data transmitted via the transmission medium, an output step for outputting the data received 
by the second reception step to the output device, a second input step to which are entered parameters of viewing con- 
ditions under which a picture displayed and outputted on the output device is observed and a second transmission step 

20 for transmitting the viewing condition parameters entered from the second input step to the transmitting side. 

[0089] In the above picture processing method and furnishing medium, the transmitting side is fed from the first input 
step with parameters of the viewing conditions under which is viewed an input picture from the input device. The first 
transform step is responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the first input step to convert picture data 
entered from the first input step to appearance index data corresponding to color appearance under the viewing envi- 

25 ronment The first reception step receives the reception side viewing condition parameters under which is viewed the 
picture displayed and outputted on the output device. The second transform step is responsive to the viewing condition 
parameters received by the first reception step to converts the output index data of the first transform step so that the 
color appearance of a picture displayed and outputted on the output device will be coincident with that of the picture 
entered from the input device. The first transmitting step transmits data obtained from the second transform step via 

30 transmission medium. On the reception side, the second reception step receives data transmitted via transmission 
medium. The output step outputs data received by the second reception step to the output device. From the second 
input step are entered the parameters of the viewing conditions under which the picture displayed and outputted on the 
output device. The second transmission step transmits to the transmitting step the viewing condition parameters 
entered from the second input step. 

35 [0090] For example, the transmitting side is fed from the first input step with parameters of the viewing conditions 
under which is viewed an input picture from the CRT monitor as the input device, such as luminance of the surrounding 
light. The first transform step is responsive to the input viewing condition parameters to convert picture data entered 
from the CRT monitor as the input device to appearance index data corresponding to color appearance under the view- 
ing environment. The first reception step receives the reception side viewing condition parameters under which is 

40 viewed the picture displayed and outputted on the reception side output device. The second transform step is respon- 
sive to the received viewing condition parameters such as luminance of the surrounding light on the reception side to 
convert the output index data of the first transform step so that the color appearance of a picture displayed and output- 
ted on the CRT monitor on the reception side output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from the 
CRT monitor as the transmitting side input device. The first transmitting step transmits the resulting data obtained from 

45 the second transform step via network. On the reception side, the second reception step receives data transmitted via 
network. The output step outputs received data to the CRT monitor as the reception side output device. From the sec- 
ond input step are entered the parameters of the viewing conditions under which the picture displayed and outputted 
on the output device, such as data like luminance of the surrounding light. The second transmission step transmits the 
input viewing condition parameters to the transmitting step. 

so [0091] In a picture processing system according to the present invention, a transmitting side transmits includes first 
input means to which are entered parameters of viewing conditions under which is viewed the picture entered from the 
input device and transmission means for transmitting the picture entered from the input device and the viewing condition 
parameters entered from the first input means. On the other hand, the reception side includes reception means for 
receiving the picture data and the transmitting side viewing condition parameters, transmitted from the transmitting side, 

55 first transform means for converting the picture data into appearance index data associated with color appearance 
under the viewing conditions of the transmitting side responsive to the viewing condition parameters received by the 
reception means, second input means to which are entered parameters on the reception side viewing conditions for 
observing the picture displayed and outputted on the output device, second conversion means for converting the index 
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data responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the second input means so that the color appearance 
of a picture outputted by the output device will be coincident with that of a picture entered from the input device on the 
transmitting side and output means for outputting picture data obtained by the second conversion means to the output 
device. 

s [0092] In the present picture processing system, the transmitting side is fed from the first input means with parameters 
of the viewing conditions under which is viewed an input picture entered from the input device. The transmitting means 
transmits the input picture from the input device and viewing condition parameters entered from the first input means. 
The reception means on the reception side receives the picture data and the transmitting side viewing condition param- 
eters, transmitted from the transmitting side. The first transform means is responsive to the viewing condition parame- 

10 ters received by the reception means to convert picture data into appearance index data corresponding to color 
appearance under the viewing conditions. The parameters of the viewing conditions under which is viewed a picture 
displayed and outputted on the output device are entered from the second input means. The second transform means 
is responsive to parameters of viewing conditions received entered from the second input means to convert index data 
so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by the output device will be coincident with the color appearance of 

15 the picture entered from the input device on the transmitting side. The output means outputs picture data obtained by 
the second transform means to the CRT monitor as the output device. 

[0093] For example, the transmitting side is fed from the first input means with parameters of the viewing conditions 
under which is viewed an input picture entered from a C RT as the input device, such as luminance data of the surround- 
ing light. The transmitting means transmits the input picture from the CRT monitor as the input device and viewing con- 

20 dition parameters entered from the first input means. The reception means on the reception side receives the picture 
data and the transmitting side viewing condition parameters, transmitted from the transmitting side. The first transform 
means is responsive to the viewing condition parameters received by the reception means to convert picture data into 
appearance index data corresponding to color appearance under the viewing conditions. The parameters of the viewing 
conditions under which is viewed a picture displayed and outputted on the output device are entered from the second 

25 input means. The second transform means is responsive to parameters of viewing conditions entered from the second 
input means, such as luminance of the surrounding light, to convert index data so that the color appearance of a picture 
outputted by the CRT device as the output device will be coincident with the color appearance of the picture entered 
from a CRT monitor as the input device on the transmitting side. The output means outputs picture data obtained by the 
second transform means to the CRT monitor as the output device. 

30 [0094] In a picture processing method according to the present invention, the transmitting side includes a first input 
step to which are entered parameters of viewing conditions under which is viewed the picture entered from the input 
device and a transmission step for transmitting the picture entered from the input device and the viewing condition 
parameters entered from the first input step. On the other hand, the reception side includes a reception step for receiv- 
ing the picture data and the transmitting side viewing condition parameters, transmitted from the transmitting side, a first 

35 transform step for converting the picture data into appearance index data associated with color appearance under the 
viewing conditions of the transmitting side responsive to the viewing condition parameters received by the reception 
step, a second input step to which are entered parameters on the reception side viewing conditions for observing the 
picture displayed and outputted on the output device, a second conversion step for converting the index data responsive 
to the viewing condition parameters entered from the second input step so that the color appearance of a picture out- 

40 putted by the output device will be coincident with that of a picture entered from the input device on the transmitting side 
and an output step for outputting picture data obtained by the second conversion step to the output device. 
[0095] A furnishing medium according to the present invention furnishes a computer program used in a picture 
processing system in which a transmitting side transmits a picture entered from an input device via a transmission 
medium and in which a reception side performs pre-set conversion on the picture transmitted via the transmission 

45 medium to display and output the converted picture on an output device. A transmitting side computer program portion 
includes a first input step to which are entered parameters of viewing conditions under which is viewed the picture 
entered from the input device and a transmission step for transmitting the picture entered from the input device and the 
viewing condition parameters entered from the first input step. On the other hand, a reception side computer program 
portion includes a reception step for receiving the picture data and the transmitting side viewing condition parameters, 

so transmitted from the transmitting side, a first transform step for converting the picture data into appearance index data 
associated with color appearance under the viewing conditions of the transmitting side responsive to the viewing con- 
dition parameters received by the reception step, a second input step to which are entered viewing condition parame- 
ters on the reception side for observing the picture displayed and outputted on the output device, a second conversion 
step for converting the index data responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the second input step 

55 so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by the output device will be coincident with that of a picture entered 
from the input device on the transmitting side and an output step for outputting picture data obtained by the second con- 
version step to the output device and an output step for outputting the picture data obtained by the second conversion 
step to the output device. 
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[0096] In the above picture processing method and furnishing medium, the transmitting side is fed from the first step 
with parameters of the viewing conditions under which is viewed a picture entered from the input device. The transmit- 
ting step transmits a picture entered from the input device and the viewing condition parameters entered from the first 
input step. The reception step receives picture data transmitted from the transmitting side and the viewing condition 

5 parameters on the transmitting side. The first transform step is responsive to the viewing condition parameters received 
by the reception step to convert the picture data into color appearance index data under the viewing conditions. The 
viewing condition parameters of viewing the picture displayed and outputted on the output device are entered from the 
second input step. The second transform step is responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the sec- 
ond input step to convert the index data so that the color appearance of the output picture of the output device will be 

10 coincident with the color appearance of the input picture supplied from the transmitting side input device. The output 
step outputs the picture data obtained from the second transform step to the output device. 

[0097] For example, the transmitting side is fed from the first step with parameters of the viewing conditions under 
which is viewed a picture entered from a CRT monitor as the input device, such as luminance data of the surrounding 
light. The transmitting step transmits picture data entered from the CRT monitor as the input device and the viewing 

75 condition parameters entered from the first input step. On the reception side, the reception step receives picture data 
transmitted from the transmitting side and the viewing condition parameters on the transmitting side. The first transform 
step is responsive to the viewing condition parameters received by the reception step to convert the picture data into 
color appearance index data under the viewing conditions on the transmitting side. The viewing condition parameters 
of viewing the picture displayed and outputted on the CRT monitor as the output device are entered from the second 

20 input step. The second transform step is responsive to the viewing condition parameters entered from the second input 
step, such as luminance data of the surrounding light, to convert the index data so that the color appearance of the out- 
put picture of the CRT monitor as the output device will be coincident with the color appearance of the input picture sup- 
plied from the CRT monitor as the transmitting side input device. The output step outputs the picture data obtained from 
the second transform step to the CRT monitor as the output device. 

25 [0098] A picture data processing apparatus according to the present invention includes first retrieval means for retriev- 
ing a profile for converting DDC picture data into DIC picture data or for converting DIC picture data into DIC picture 
data, second retrieval means for retrieving viewing condition parameters and rewriting means for rewriting a profile 
retrieved by the first retrieval means in association with the viewing condition parameters retrieved by the second 
retrieval means. 

30 [0099] A picture data processing method according to the present invention includes a first retrieval step of retrieving 
a profile for converting DDC picture data int DIC picture data or for converting DIC picture data into DDC picture data, 
a second retrieval step of retrieving viewing condition parameters and a rewriting step of rewriting a profile retrieved in 
the first retrieval step in association with the viewing condition parameters retrieved in the second retrieval step. 
[0100] A furnishing medium according to the present invention furnishes a computer program having a first retrieval 

35 step for retrieving a profile for converting DDC picture data into DIC picture data or for converting DIC picture data into 
DIC picture data, a second retrieval step for retrieving viewing condition parameters and a rewriting step for rewriting 
the profile retrieved by the first retrieval means in association with the viewing condition parameters retrieved by the 
second retrieval means. 

[0101] In the above picture data processing apparatus, picture data processing method and furnishing medium, the 
40 profile for converting DDC picture data to DIC picture data or the profile for converting the DIC picture data to the DDC 
picture file is rewritten in association with the retrieved viewing condition parameters. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

45 [0102] 

Fig.1 illustrates schematics of the present invention. 

Fig.2 is a block diagram showing the structure of a first embodiment of a transmission/reception apparatus embod- 
ying the present invention. 

so Fig.3 illustrates the processing f tow of the embodiment shown in Fig.1 . 

Figs.4A. 4B, 4C and 4D show the results of investigations and experiments on the relation between the degree of 
coincidence of color appearance of a soft copy picture on the transmitting side and that of a soft copy picture on the 
reception side in case the proportional adaptive coefficient R Qdp is hanged. 
Fig.5 shows the results of the investigations and experiments shown in Figs.4A and 4B. 

55 Fig.6 is a block diagram showing an illustrative structure in case a parameter setting circuit is used in place of the 
sensor shown in Fig.1 . 

Fig. 7 illustrates a display example of a parameter setting picture. 

Fig.8 is a block diagram showing a second embodiment of a transmission/reception apparatus embodying the 
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present invention. 

Fig. 9 is a block diagram showing a third embodiment of a transmission/reception apparatus embodying the present 
invention. 

j Fig. 10 is a block diagram showing a fourth embodiment of a transmission/reception apparatus embodying the 
5 present invention. 

Fig.11 is a block diagram showing a fifth embodiment of a transmission/reception apparatus embodying the present 
invention. 

Fig. 12 is a block diagram showing a sixth embodiment of a transmission/reception apparatus embodying the 
present invention. 

10 Fig. 13 is a block diagram showing a seventh embodiment of a transmission/reception apparatus embodying the 
present invention. 

Fig. 14 is a block diagram showing an illustrative structure of a computer implementing a transmission/reception 
apparatus of the present invention. 

Fig.15 is a block diagram showing an illustrative structure of a picture processing system embodying the present 
75 invention. 

Fig. 16 again is a block diagram showing an illustrative structure of a picture processing system embodying the 
present invention. 

Fig. 17 is a flowchart for illustrating the processing of the illustrative structure of Fig. 16. 

Fig. 1 8 illustrates the ICC profile format. 
20 Fig. 19 illustrates an illustrative example showing the contents of the ICC profile format. 

Fig. 20 illustrates an example of an input picture of visual condition parameter. 

Fig.21 illustrates the method for measuring a color patch. 

Fig. 22 is a flowchart for illustrating detailed processing of the step S4 of Fig. 14. 

Fig. 23 illustrates data processing in the system of Fig.23. 
25 Fig. 24 is a block diagram showing another illustrative structure of a picture processing system embodying the 

present invention. 

Fig.25 illustrates CMS data flow. 

Fig.26 similarly illustrates CMS data f taw. 

Fig. 27 similarly illustrates CMS data flow. 
30 Fig.28 similarly illustrates CMS data flow. 

Fig. 29 similarly illustrates CMS data f low. 

Fig.30 similarly illustrates CMS data f taw. 

Fig.31 similarly illustrates CMS data flow. 

Fig.32 similarly illustrates CMS data flow. 
35 Fig.33 similarly illustrates CMS data flow. 

Fig. 33 similarly illustrates CMS data flow. 

Fig.34 similarly illustrates CMS data flow. 

Fig.35 similarly illustrates CMS data flow. 

Fig.36 similarly illustrates CMS data flow. 
40 Fig.37 similarly illustrates CMS data flow. 

Fig. 38 shows an illustrative structure of a conventional picture processing system. 

Fig.39 illustrates the flow of picture data in the picture processing system shown in Fig.38. 

Fig. 40 shows an illustrative structure of a mapping unit shown in Fig.38. 

Fig.41 is a block diagram showing another illustrative structure of a conventional picture processing system. 
45 Fig.42 illustrates the operation of the structure of Fig.41 . 

Fig.43 illustrates data f tow in the conventional picture processing system. 

Fig. 44 similarly illustrates data flow in the conventional picture processing system. 

Fig. 45 similarly illustrates data flow in the conventional picture processing system. 

Fig. 46 illustrates pictures between conventional different apparatus. 
so Fig. 47 similarly illustrates pictures between conventional different apparatus. 

Fig.48 similarly illustrates pictures between conventional different apparatus. 

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention 

55 [0103] Referring to the drawings, preferred embodiments of the present invention will be explained in detail. The 
present invention, however, is not limited to the illustrative embodiment hereinafter explained. Before processing to the 
description of these embodiments, the schematics of the present invention are explained with reference to Fig.1 . 
[0104] In the present invention, the color appearance of a picture entered or outputted via CRT monitors 3-1. 3-2, 
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scanner 2 or the printer 4, as peripheral devices of plural transmission/reception apparatus 1 , interconnected over a 
network 100 as shown in Fig.1, is adapted to be coincident without regard to the viewing conditions (viewing environ- 
ment). That is. each transmission/reception apparatus 1 converts DDC to DIC by the enclosed profiles P, to P 4 in order 
to correct the difference in appearance ascribable to the difference in characteristics of the peripheral devices. The 

5 DICs are converted in a pre-set manner, depending on the viewing the viewing conditions, such as chromaticity of the 
whiteness of the surrounding light illuminated by lamps to L4, chromaticity of the white points of the paper sheet car- 
rying a printed hard copy picture, chromaticity of the white points of the CRT monitors 3-1 , 3-2 or absolute luminance, 
for achieving coincident color appearance of different pictures entered to or outputted from the peripheral devices of the 
transmission/reeption apparatus 1 interconnected via network 100. 

10 [0105] Fig.2 shows a block diagram showing an illustrative structure of the first embodiment of the present invention. 
In this picture processing system, the CRT monitors 3. 4 are used as an input device on the transmitting side and as an 
output device on the reception side, respectively. Meanwhile, the system herein means an entire apparatus constituted 
by plural devices or means. From the CRT monitor 3 which self-emits light to display (output) a picture, that is to display 
a soft copy picture, the RGB data, for example, of picture data corresponding to the picture is sent to a transmission 

15 side picture processing unit 1 -1 . After picture processing the picture data from the CRT monitor 3 in the picture process- 
ing unit 1-1, the picture data is sent over a network 101 to the reception side. The reception side receives picture data 
transmitted thereto by a picture processing unit 1-2 to process the picture to output the processed picture to the CRT 
monitor 4. The picture corresponding to data from the picture processing unit 1 -2 is displayed and outputted on a screen 
of the CRT monitor 4. 

20 [0106] The picture processing unit 1-1 is made up of a converter 11, a viewing condition conversion circuit 12 and a 
picture editing processing circuit 13. The converter 11 holds on memory a pe-formulated profile P-j for the CRT monitor 
3. Here, reference is had to this profile P-| so that RGB data, for example, from the CRT monitor 3 is converted into XYZ 
data as DIC which is supplied to the viewing the conversion circuit 12. 

[0107] The viewing condition conversion circuit 12 is fed with outputs of the sensors S-| and S2 in addition to the XYZ 
25 data from the converter 1 1 . The sensors S-i and S2 are adapted to output viewing condition parameters as numerical 
values specifying the condition or environment in which the user is viewing the soft copy picture displayed on the CRT 
monitor 3 (viewing condition of the CRT monitor 3). That is. the sensor S 1f constituted by. for example, a radiation color 
luminance meter, measures the chromaticity, for example, of the surrounding light (such as the light of a fluorescent 
lamp) of the environment in which the CRT monitor 3 is put. and sends the measured value as viewing condition param- 
30 eter to the viewing environment conversion circuit 12. The sensor S 1 is constituted by, for example, a tight contact type 
sensor, and measures the absolute luminance and chromaticity of white points, for example, of the self-light-emitting 
CRT monitor 3. to transmit the measured values as viewing condition parameters to the viewing environment conver- 
sion circuit 12. 

[01 08] The viewing environment conversion circuit 1 2 is responsive to the viewing condition parameters from the sen- 
35 sors St and S2 to convert the XYZ data from the converter 1 1 into L + M + S + data, which are index data of appearance 
corresponding to color appearance under the viewing condition of the CRT monitor 3. The L + M + S + data will be 
explained in detail subsequently. 

[0109] These L + M + S + data are sent to the picture editing processing circuit 1 3 which performs picture editing process- 
ing such as gamut compression or image editing on the L + M + S + data sent from the viewing environment conversion cir- 

40 curt 12 transmitted over the network 101 to send the processed data to the network 101. 

[0110] The picture processing unit 1 -2 on the reception side receives picture data transmitted over the network 101 
and performs the same processing as that in the picture editing processing circuit 13 by a picture editing processing 
circuit 14 to send the resulting data to a viewing condition conversion circuit 15 which is also supplied with output sig- 
nals of the sensors S-, and S2 in addition to the L + rvTS + data from the picture editing processing circuit 14. The sensor 

45 S-| is adapted to output a viewing condition parameter as a numerical value of associating the soft copy picture output- 
ted by the CRT monitor 4 (picture outputted by the CRT monitor 4) with the viewing condition by the user (viewing con- 
dition of the CRT monitor 4). That is, the sensor S3 is constituted by, for example, a radiation color luminance meter, 
and measures the chromaticity, for example, of the surrounding light of the environment in which the CRT monitor 4 is 
installed, such as the light of the fluorescent lamp, and sends the measured value of the viewing condition parameter 

50 to the viewing condition conversion circuit 15. The sensor S 4 is constituted by, for example, a tight contact type sensor 
and measures the absolute luminance and chromaticity of the white point, for example, of the serf-light-emitting CRT 
monitor 4, in order to send the measured value as the viewing condition parameters to the viewing condition conversion 
circuit 15. 

[0111] In the viewing condition conversion circuit 15. the L + M + S + data from the picture editing processing circuit 14 
55 are processed such as to achieve coincidence of color appearance under the viewing conditions of the CRT monitor 4 
with that under the viewing conditions of the CRT monitor 3 depending on the viewing condition parameters from the 
sensor S3. The data obtained by this processing are converted into XYZ data as DIC data which is supplied to the con- 
verter 16. 
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[0112] The converter 16 holds on memory a pe-formulated profile P4 for the CRT monitor 4. Here, reference is had 

to this profile P4.so that XYZ data, for example, from the viewing condition conversion circuit 15 is converted into, for 

example, RGB data as DDC for the CRT monitor 4. This RGB data is sent to the CRT monitor 4. 

[011 3] This causes the reception side CRT monitor 4 to output (display) a soft copy picture which is scarcely different 

in color appearance from the soft copy picture displayed on the transmitting side CRT monitor 3. 

[01 14] The method for formulating profiles P n , P4 for the CRT monitor 3 or the CRT monitor 4 stored in the converters 

11 or 16 is now explained. First, in formulating the profile for the CRT monitor 3, if each of R, G and B data of the RGB 

data outputted by the CRT monitor 3 is 8-bit data, rgb data, as normalised RGB data, are calculated in accordance with 

the equation (1): 
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where R max , G max and B max are values of R, G and B at three white points of the CRT monitor 3. On the other hand, 
kr.gain. kg.gain and kb ( gain are Gains of R, G and B, respectively, whilst k, offe0t , kg 0ff5et and kb.ottset are offsets of R, G and 
B, respectively and y n y g and y b are coefficients for gamma correction of R, G and B, respectively (gamma correction 
coefficients). The numerical value 255 in the equation (1) is a value corresponding to the picture data outputted by the 
CRT monitor 3 in case dr, db and dg are of 8 bits. If the picture data outputted by the CRT monitor 3 is of n bits, the 
numerical value is 2n-1 . 

[01 1 5] The rgb data is linearly transformed in accordance with the equation (2): 
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in order to calculate XYZ data which is the DIC data. 

[01 1 6] The matrix on the right side of the equation (2) can be calculated using, for example, the least square method, 
as the transformation matrix between the colorimetric values of the CRT monitor 3 and the rgb data. 
[0117] The profile P 1 for the CRT monitor 3 is completed by stating the relation of association between XYZ data in 
the equation (2) and dr, dg and db in the equation (1) in the form of a table. It is possible not only to hold the profile P-j 
for the CRT monitor 3 formulated as described above in the converter 1 1 , but also to calculate sequentially the XYZ data 
from 8-bit data dr, dg and db outputted by the CRT monitor 3. 

[01 18] The profile P4 for the CRT monitor 4 can be generated by performing the above-described processing for the 
CRT monitor 4. 

[0119] If the profile is to be formulated for an input/output device other than the CRT monitor, such as a printer, 
CMY(K) data are entered in the printer with different values, and the colors of the resulting hard copy picture are meas- 
ured. The relation of association between the output RGB data and the colorimetric values are stated in a table form in 
order to formulate a profile for a scanner. 

[0120] If the profile for the scanner is to be formulated, the scanner is caused to read a picture having a pre-set color- 
imetric value. In this case, the relation between the output RGB data and the colorimetric value is measured. The refla- 
tion of correspondence between the output RGB data and the colorimetric value is stated in a table form in order to 
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formulate the profile tor the scanner. 

[0121] Meanwhile, an area of the color reproducing gamut not covered by the printer is associated with the color 
reproducing gamut that can be expressed by the printer. 

[0122] The picture processing by the viewing environment conversion circuit 12 is explained in detail. In the viewing 
5 environment conversion circuit 12, the XYZ data from the converter 1 1 are corrected for contrast changes due to the 
effect of the surrounding light. Specifically, if the luminance of the surrounding light of the environment in which the CRT 
monitor 3 is installed is high, the soft copy picture displayed on the CRT monitor 3 is lowered in contrast mainly because 
the black, that is the darkest point, becomes floated due to reflection of the ambient light incident on the tube surface of 
the CRT monitor 3. In general, an anti-reflection film is formed on the tube surface of the CRT monitor 3. It is noted that, 
10 as long as there exists ambient light, the black that can be displayed on the CRT monitor 3 cannot be rendered darker 
than its reflected light. Thus, the picture is lowered in contrast if the black is floated since the human visual system is 
sensitive to dark color. 

[0123] In order to take the above phenomenon into account, the reflection of the surrounding light is added as offset 
to the light emitted by the phosphor of the CRT monitor 3, as shown in the following equation (3): 

15 

X' (CRT!) = X(CRT1> ♦ Rblc ■ X(Ambi«tl) 
Y 1 (CRT1) = Y(CRT1) + Rbk • Y(AmbiaiU) 
20 Z' (CRT1) = Z(CRT1) + Rbk • Z(Ambicotl) , ^ x 



30 



in order to effect contrast correction. In the above equation R bk is the reflectance of the tube surface of the CRT monitor 
3 and is of the order of 1 to 5%. The suffix of XYZ (CRT1) means that the value is relevant to the CRT monitor 3, while 
the suffix (Ambient 1) denotes that the value is relevant to the surrounding light of the CRT monitor 3. 
[0124] After addition of the reflection of the surrounding light by this equation (3). the resulting values are normalized 
so that the maximum value of Y'(CRT1) will be "100". 

[0125] The viewing environment conversion circuit 1 2 then converts data (X'Y'Z^cr-q, corrected for contrast by the 
equation (3), into data associated with signals of the cones of the human visual system, that is LMS spatial data, in 
accordance with the following equation (4): 
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where the matrix of the right side is a known matrix as found by experiments by the visual sense. 
[0126] Meanwhile, the equation (4) uses the Hunt-Pointer-Esteves transform and transforms data having flat spectro- 
scopic distribution (X'Y'Z'^crx) into data of the cones of the human visual system. This transform equation is not limited 
to the equation (4). 

[0127] The L, M and S data obtained by the equation (4) are associated with signals of the long, medium and short 
wavelengths of the human cone signals. 

[0128] The L, M and S data, obtained as described above, are corrected for color adaptation in meeting with the ambi- 
ent viewing condition by processing against incomplete adaptation as now explained. 

[0129] The human visual system varies the sensitivity of each cone in order to render the light source white in color, 
in a manner comparable to white balance in a video camera. That is, the human visual system performs the processing 
of normalizing the output signals of the cones at a value of the white point. In the present embodiment the normalizing 
processing is carried out based on the Von Kries principle of adaptation. It is noted that the white point to which the 
human visual system will adapts itself is corrected for color adaptation by the ambient viewing conditions by executing 
two processing operations, namely (1) processing against incomplete adaptation and (2) processing against mixed 
adaptation. 

[0130] The adaptation against incomplete adaptation is the correction processing against luminance and chromatictty 
of the whiteness of the CRT monitor 3. Specifically, the further the chromaticity of the white point of the CRT monitor 3 
from the light of D65 or E and the lower the luminance of the adaptation point, the more incomplete is the adaptation of 
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10 



the human visual system. Therefore, the correction in meeting with these characteristics of the visual system is per- 
formed in accordance with the following equation (5) # 

L' o(CRTl) = Ln(CRTl) / Pl 
M ! n(CRTl) = MnCCRTl) / Pm 
S' n(CRTl) = StKCRTl) / Ps 

-.-(5) 



[0131] This correction corrects the difference in appearance ascribable to difference in characteristics of the CRT 
monitor 3. In the above equation, P L , P M and P s are color adaptation coefficients used in the Hunt's model, and may 
is be found by, for example, the following equation (6): 

PL= (1+ Vmo-.^+^/CU Vm^+l/ZE) 

20 Pm = (1+ Y , «o.i" + mE)/(.l + yn«»r+l/mE) 

P S = (1+ Y'»onl W +SE)/(l+ Y , m 0 a\ Ui + 1/Se) (6) 



25 where Y' mon1 (unit: cd/m 2 ) is the sum of the absolute luminance of the actual white point of the CRT monitor 3 and 
reflect on of the surrounding light, and l E , m E and s E are defined by the following equation (7): 

h = 3- Lo(CRTl) / (Ln(CRTl) + Mn(CRTI) + Sn(CRTl)) 
30 HIE = 3 - Mn(CRTl) / (LnfCRTl) + Mn(CRTl) + Sn(CRTl)) 

SE = 3 ■ Sn(CRTl) / (LitfCRTl) + Mn(CRTl) + SitfCRTl)) ✓ 7 n 



[0132] The following table 1 shows examples of the color adaptation coefficients P L . P M and P s of the actual CRT 
monitor 3. in the Table 1 , CCT (corrected color temperature) denotes the color temperature of the white point of the CRT 
monitor 3. The above values are measured by the sensor S 2 and sent to the viewing environment conversion circuit 1 2 
in order to calculate L^cr^, M n '( CRT) and S n '( CRT ) in accordance with the equation (5). 



TABLE 1 



monitor 


CCT 


( p l_. p M. p s) 


monitor A 
monitor B 


«=9000K 
-6500K 


(0.9493, 0.9740, 1.0678) 
(0.9849, 0.9920 1.0222) 



[0133] Then, correction is made for mixed adaptation (2). The mixed adaptation means partial adaptation in which, if 
so the white point of the CRT monitor 3 differs from that of the surrounding light, the human visual system adapts itself par- 
tially to the respective white points. Specifically, in offices, fluorescent lamps having the color temperature (CCT) of 
approximately 41 50K are used, while the color temperature of the white point of the usual CRT monitor is approximately 
9300K, which is significantly different from the color temperature of the fluorescent lamps. In such case, the human vis- 
ual system adapts itself partially to the two, as described above. Thus, assuming that the white point to which the 
55 human visual system adapts itself is intermediate between the two, and setting the proportion of adaptation to the white 
point of the CRT monitor 3 to R^p (adaptation ratio) and that to the white point of the surrounding light to (1-Radp). the 
white point to which the human visual system adapts itself is newly defined as follows: 
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L"o(CRTI) 

5 = P v"Y^/ «<CRT1)+ (1- R«dp)^ — J -Ln(Ambicntl) 

M"n(CRTl) 

'0 f Y* roonl 

= Radp-^ j • M ? n(CRTI)+ (1- Radp) — J • M*Ambieml ) 

S"n(CRTl) 

(Y— A"" f YsurA 173 

= Radp ■ — • S' n(CRTl) + (1 - Radp) • — ■ Sn( Ambient I) 

V Yadpl ) \ ImdnlJ 



20 



40 



Y-W (8) 



where Y* mon1 is the sum of the absolute luminance of the white point of the CRT monitor 3 and reflection from the sur- 
rounding light and Y sur1 is the absolute luminance of a complete diffusion reflection surface arranged substantially par- 
allel to the display surface of the monitor. Alternatively, it may be found from the illuminance M by the room light in the 
normal line direction of the monitor display surface at a place proximate to the monitor display surface in accordance 
25 with the following equation (9) : 

«'* ...(9) 

30 

[0134] Also, in the above equation (8), (Ln(Ambient). M n(Ambient) and s n(Ambient) represent chromaticity at the white point 
of the surrounding light, and can be found by transform to sensitivity of the human cones (LMS) from the tristimulus val- 
ues (XYZ) using the matrix of the equation (4). "*\ 
35 [0135] Meanwhile, can be found from the following equation (10): 



Y^i = {R^-Y«oui i/3 + (1- R*p)-Y w i 1 ' 3 } 3 



(10) 



where the adaptation ratio R adp is a coefficient assuming a pre-set real-number value between 0 and 1. If this value is 
1 , the human visual system adapts itself 100% to the white point of the CRT monitor 3 while it is not affected by the 
surrounding light. The state is conceptually equivalent to summing CIE/XYZ. 

[0136] Since the luminance of the CRT 3 differs from the luminance of the surrounding light, (Y , mon1 /Y adp1 ) 1/3 , 
45 (Ysuri/Yadpi) 173 ' which are weighting coefficients are introduced here, as shown in the equation (8). If the luminance of 
the CRT monitor 3 is approximately of the same level as the luminance of the ambient light, these weighting coefficients 
are equal to "1". 

[0137] The viewing environment conversion circuit 12 is fed with the actual chromaticity L^crt). M n(CFrr) , S n(CRr) of 
the white point of the CRT monitor 3 in the equations (5) to (7) and the absolute luminance Y mon1 as viewing condition 

so parameters from the sensor S 2 , while being fed with the absolute luminance Y sur1 and chromaticity Ln( A mbient)» M n(Ambi- 
ent) and S n ( Ambjen |) of the white point of the surrounding light in the equation (8) as viewing condition parameters from 
the sensor S v The viewing environment conversion circuit 12 sequentially executes the calculations of the equations 
(5) to (8), using the viewing condition parameters sent from the sensors S-j and S2, in order to find the chromaticity 
L n n(CRT). M" n(C RT) and S" n (CRT) to which the human visual system adapts itself when observing the picture displayed on 

55 the CRT monitor 3 in the presence of the surrounding light. These chromaticity values are hereinafter termed adaptive 
white points. 

[0138] By substituting the chromaticity values L" n(CRT) , M" n(CRT) and S n n(C RT) of the adaptive white point, thus found, 
into the Von Kries equation of adaptation, shown below, L + M + S + data (L\ M + , S + ). which are, as it were, index data for 
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appearance, which reflects the color appearance when observing the soft copy picture displayed on the CRT monitor 3 
in the presence of the surrounding light, can be found: 



V 




1/L"«(CRT1) 


0 


0 


L(CRT1) 






0 


l/M"n(CRTl) 


0 


M(CRTI) 


S + 




0 


0 


l/S"n(CRTl) 


S(CRT1) 



10 



..(11) 
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[0139] The viewing environment conversion circuit 12 executes the processing for incomplete adaptation and mixed 
adaptation in accordance with this equation (11) to correct color adaptation by the ambient viewing conditions and sub- 
sequently outputs the resulting L + M + S + as index data for appearance to the picture editing processing circuit 13. 
[0140] The resulting L + M + S + data or L +, M +, S + ' data are sent to the picture editing processing circuit 13 where the fol- 
lowing processing is performed. 

[0141] That is, the picture editing processing circuit 13 converts the data L+M+S+ as appearance index data from the 
viewing environment conversion circuit 12 into data of the original L + M + S + space (L + , M + , S + ) into data of the L*a*b* 
space which is the visually equated space: 
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-16 



1/3 



Y"/Yo"> 0.00856 

(YVYo*) 1 ' 3 } 

X'/Xo"> 0.00856 
Y'/Yo*> 0.00856 
b' = 200{(Y' / Yo') m - (Z'/Zoy 3 } 

Y*/Yo*> 0.00856 
ZVZo^ 0.00856 



...(12) 



where Xq*. Y 0 * and Zq* are values of X*, Y* and Z* at the white point and are equal to H 100" in the above case. 
[0142] The picture editing processing circuit 13 processes the data of the L*a*b* space, which is the visually equated 
so space, obtained by the equation (12), with picture processing, such as gamut compression or color editing, as 
described above. 

[0143] After picture editing processing, the picture editing processing circuit 13 converts the L*a*b*space data into 
the data (L + , M + , S + ) of the original (L + , M + , S+) space, in accordance with the above equation (1 2), and subsequently 
converts the converted data into analog signals which are sent out to the network 101. 
55 [0144] The data transmitted over the network 101 is received by the picture editing processing circuit 14 of the recep- 
tion side picture processing unit 1 -2 so as to be processed in the same manner as by the picture editing processing cir- 
cuit 13 before being sent to the viewing condition conversion circuit 15. 

[0145] The viewing condition conversion circuit 15 converts the (L + , M + , S + ) data as appearance index data (L + , M + , 
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S + ) into data L< CRT2)| M (CRT2) and S (CRT2 ), corresponding to R, G and B signals of the CRT monitor 4 into signals of 
human cones, in accordance with the following equation (13): 



L(CRT2) 




L' ' n(CRT2) 
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' v' 


M(CRT2) 
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M"n(CRT2) 
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s + 



.(13) 



[0146] This equation is an inverse matrix of the equation (11), while (CRT2) denotes that the data is pertinent to the 
reception side CRT monitor 4. 

is [0147] In the matrix of the right side of the equation (13), (L" n(CRT2) , M w n(CRT2) and S" (nCRT2) can be found in accord- 
ance with the following equation (14): 

L' f n(CRT2) 

= R«ip^~ J L n(CRT2)+ Vl~RidpJ-l — j • La(Ambieot2) 



25 



30 



35 



M"n(CRT2) 

1/3 



= R*dp , ("^~') ' "(CRT2) + (l - R«dp) • [ ' Ambient!) 



S"n(CRT2) 

= ^'("^"f") •S'KCRT2)+(l-R«dp) [y^j * S^AmbknG) 



...(14) 



where Y' mon2 is the sum of the absolute luminance of the CRT monitor 4 and reflection of the surrounding light and Y sur2 
is the absolute luminance of the surrounding light reflected by the screen of the CRT monitor 4. R^ denotes the adap- 
tation ratio which is the ratio of adaptation of the human visual system to the white point of the CRT monitor 4, and 
40 L n(Ambient2). M n(Ambient2) a nd S n ( Arnbient 2 ) denote the chromaticity at the white point of the surrounding light. Meanwhile, 
Y adp2 can be found by the following equation (15): 



Y«dp2= {R*p • Y 1 monl 1 ' 3 + (1 - R*5p) • Ysur* 1 ' 3 }' 

...(15) 



[0148] On the other band, (L! n ( C RT2). M n(CRT2) and S' n ( C RT2) can be found from the following equation (16): 

L* n(CRT2) = La(CRT2) / Pl 
M* o(CRT2) = Mii(CRT2) / Pm 
S' n(CRT2) = So(CRT2) / Ps 



...(16) 
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wherein p L , p M and p s can be found by substituting Y mon2 , obtained on adding the absolute luminance of the white point 
of the CRT monitor 4 detected by the sensor S3 to the reflection of the surrounding light, into the following equation (17): 

PL = ( 1 + Y »on2 1/3 + /E) / ( 1 + Y «on2 1/3 + 1 / h) 

PM = (1+ Yn»n2 I/3 + iiie)/(1 + Y»on2 I/3 + l/m E ) 

Ps=(l+ Y«»c»2 1/3 +SE)/(l+ Y«o«2 1/3 + 1/se) ...(17) 



where the domains l E , m E and s E can be found from the following equation (18): 

/E = 3- Ln(CRT2) / (Ln(CRT2) + Mn(CRT2) + Sn(CRT2)) 
ITlE = 3- Mn(CRT2) / (Ln(CRT2) + Mn(CRT2) + Sn(CRT2)) 
SE = 3 • SofCRTZ) / (Lfi(CRT2) + Mn(CRT2) + Sn(CRT2)) 



(18) 



[0149] The viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 converts LMS data corresponding to the cones of the human view- 
ing system, obtained as described above, that is the LMS spatial data, in accordance with the following equation (19): 



X\CRT2) 




V(CRT2) 




Z'(CRT2) 





1.91019 -1.11214 0.20195 
0.37095 0.62905 0 
0 0 1.00000 



L(CRT2) 
M(CRT2) 
S(CRT2) 



(19) 



in order to calculate X'( CRT2 ), Y'( CRT2 ) and Z\ CRT2 ) which are DIC data. Meanwhile, this transform is the inverse trans- 
form equation of the equation (4). 

[01 50] The viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 then performs the processing of correction of contrast by surround- 
ing light in accordance with the following equation (20): 



XcCRT2) = "XcCBTZ) - Rbk ■ X(Axnbi«Z) 
Y(CRT2) = V (CRXZ) - Rhk • Y(Ambicat2) 
Z(CRT2) = Z\CRT2) - Rbk ■ Z(Ambient2) 



...(20) 



[0151] That is, the data X' (CRT2 ), Y' (CRT2 j and Z'( CRT2 ) less the surrounding light reflected by the tube surface repre- 
sents data X( CRT2 ), Y(crt2) ar, d Z(crt2) actually outputted to the converter 16. 

[0152] The data of the XYZ space obtained by the equation (20) is outputted to the converter 16 where it is linearly 
transformed for conversion to RGB data in accordance with the following equation (21): 
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...(21) 



to 

[0153] The RGB data, calculated in accordance with the above equation, is further gamma-corrected in accordance 
with the following equation (22): 

*«^.(r w 'k r .-*.) 

Kr, sain 

6% = 

Kg, gain 

20 

255 

db = T— (b^-kKofisc) 

JCh, gain 

25 

while being converted into data dr, dg and db that can be accommodated by the CRT monitor 4. 
[0154] Meanwhile, the conversion shown in the equations (21), (22) may be executed on reading the device profile as 
in the case of the equations (1) and (2). The dr, dg and db data, thus obtained, are outputted to the CRT monitor 4. 
[0155] Referring to Fig.3 t the flow of picture data in the picture processing unit having the converters 11,16, viewing 
30 environment conversion circuits 12, 15 and the picture editing processing circuits 13, 16 is explained. 

[0156] In the present embodiment, RGB data (D1) corresponding to the soft copy picture displayed on the CRT mon- 
itor 3 is converted by the profile of the CRT monitor 3 stored in the converter 1 1 into XYZ data (D2) of CIE/XYZ which 
is the device independent color space. 

[0157] The device independent XYZ data (D2) is converted into L + M + S + data (D3), as appearance index data, based 
35 on parameters of the viewing condition in which the soft copy picture of the CRT monitor 3 is actually observed, that is 
on outputs of the sensors S 1 and S2. 

[0158] The LINTS'** data (D3) are converted by the picture editing processing circuit 13 into CIE/L*a*b data (D4), 
which is the perceptually equated space, so as to be processed by gamut compression or color editing, if need be. The 
L*a*b* data, thus obtained, are again converted into L + M + S + data which is transmitted over e.g., a network to the picture 

40 processing unit 1-2 on the reception side. 

[01 59] The picture processing unit 1 -2 on the reception side converts the received L + M + S + data into L*a*b* data (D4) 
and processed in the same manner as in the above-mentioned picture editing processing circuit 13. The resulting data 
is converted into L + M + S + data (D6) which is outputted to the viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5. 
[01 60] The viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 refers to parameters of the viewing condition on the reception side, 

45 that is to outputs of the sensors S 3 and S 4 , to convert the L + M + S + (D6) to device independent XYZ data (D7) CIE/XYZ 
which is supplied to the converter 16. 

[0161] The converter 16 refers to the profile P4 for the CRT monitor 4 to convert the XYZ data (D7) to RGB data suited 
to the CRT monitor 4 to output the converted data to the CRT monitor 4. 

[01 62] The degree of actual color appearance coincidence of the soft copy picture displayed on each of the CRT mon- 
so itor 3 and the CRT monitor 4 in case of changing the adaptation ratio R adp in the above-mentioned equations (8), (10), 
(14) and (15) is explained. 

[0163] Figs.4A, 4B, 4C and 4D show an illustrative structure of a visual evaluation experiments for determining opti- 
mum adaptation ratio R adp in the present embodiment. 

[0164] In the present embodiment, two CRT monitors A, B are placed in front of a paneller. The lateral sides excluding 
55 the upper sides, of the CRT monitors A, B, are surrounded by panel plates covered with non-colored imitation paper 
sheets with reflectance of 53.3% (equivalent to N8) in order to prevent colors other than those of the displayed pictures 
on the CRT monitors from entering the sight of view of the paneller. For enabling observation by a simultaneous haplo- 
scopic method, there is placed a panel plate between the CRT monitors A and B for separating the monitors from each 



.♦(22) 
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other. There is also placed a base block (see Fig.4B) for enabling both left and right eyes to view separate CRT moni- 
tors, as shown in Fig.4C. For directing the surrounding light uniformly on the entire screens of the CRT monitors A, B, 
no panel plate is placed on top of the lateral sides. In the present embodiment, experiments are carried out in the 
present embodiment by the simultaneous haploscopic method on the basis of an assumption that both left and right 

5 eyes can cope with separate white points. 

[0165] In the present visual evaluation experiments, a natural picture is displayed on the CRT monitor A of the color 
temperature of 6530K under a fluorescent lamp (4183K. 124 cd/m 2 ) of the daylight color (F6) as the surrounding light. 
Two randomly selected natural pictures with six patterns of different adaptation ratios R adp (R adp * 0.0, 0.2, 0.4, 0.6, 0.8 
and 1 .0) on the monitor B of the color temperature of 9370 K (see Fig.4D). The paneller is called upon to judge which 

io of the two pictures has color appearance closer to that of the picture displayed on the CRT monitor A. this judgment 
method is generally termed a paired comparison method. 

[01 66] The number of panellers in case of using the fluorescent lamp of 41 83K, 1 24 cd/m 2 , with two natural pictures 
being in use, is 31 (20 male panellers and one female paneller), while the number of panellers in case of using the flu- 
orescent lamp of 3486K, 150 cd/m 2 , with two natural pictures being in use, is 24 (23 male panellers and one female 

is paneller), with two natural pictures being in use. 

[0167] Fig.5 shows a graph obtained on statistically processing data obtained by the above-described visual evalua- 
tion experiment. In Fig.5, the abscissa and the ordinate represent values of adaptation ratio R^p and psycho-physical 
values, respectively. The larger the psycho-physical values, the more the natural pictures displayed on the CRT monitor 
B are similar to those displayed on the CRT monitor A. 

20 [0168] As may be seen from this graph, sufficient matching is achieved between the picture displayed on the CRT 
monitor A and the picture displayed on the CRT monitor B in a range of the values of the adaptation ratio R adp of from 
0.4 to 0.7, irrespective of the surrounding light. In particular, more sufficient matching can be realized for the adaptation 
ratio R adp of 0.6. If the color temperature of the illuminating light is lowered, the gradient of curves becomes steeper, 
with an optimum value being 0.6. 

25 [0169] It is seen from the above experiments that, if the adaptation ratio R adp of 0.6 is used, it becomes possible to 
minimize the difference in color appearance of the picture displayed on an output device on the reception side. 
[01 70] By the above embodiments, in which contrast correction or color adaptation correction is carried out depending 
on the viewing conditions on the transmission and reception sides when transmitting the picture information over the 
network 101 f it becomes possible to obtain the soft copy picture of the same color appearance in each of the transmis- 

30 sion and reception sides even if the color temperatures of the CRT monitors 3, 4 and the color temperatures of the sur- 
rounding light are not the same. 

[0171] In the above embodiments, the viewing condition parameters are acquired by the sensors S 1 to S 4 . It is how- 
ever possible to provide parameter setting circuits 17, 18 in each of the picture processing units 1-1, 1-2 on the trans- 
mission and reception sides, as shown in Fig.6 in order to enable the user to operate the circuits in setting the viewing 
35 condition parameters. 

[0172] Specifically, it is possible to omit the sensors Si to S 4 provided in the first embodiment shown in Fig.2 to con- 
nect the parameter setting circuits 17, 18 to the picture processing units 1-1, 1-2, respectively in order for the user on 
the transmitting and receiving side users to set the circuits 17, 18 depending on the viewing conditions. 
[0173] In addition, it is possible to display a setting picture shown for example in Fig. 7 on the CRT monitor 3 or 4 in 

40 order to enter the viewing condition parameters on these setting pictures. 

[0174] Specifically, chromaticity and luminance of the room light and luminance of the CRT monitor 3 or 4 may be 
entered as setting items on the setting picture. As setting contents of the setting items, chromaticity and luminance of 
the room light or the luminance of the CRT monitor 3 or 4, for example, can be entered. As setting contents of the setting 
items, fluorescent lamps', 'incandescent lamp', W D65\ 'D50' or 'customize' (the user being able to enter the value option- 

45 ally) can be selectively set. As for the luminance of the room light, 'light', 'normal', 'dark' or 'customize' (the user being 
able to enter the value optionally) can be selected. As for the luminance of the CRT monitors 3 or 4, 'light', 'normal', 
'dark' or 'customize' (the user being able to enter the value optionally) can be selected. 

[0175] If, in the setting item of 'chromaticity of room light', 'customize' is selected as the setting contents, the values 
of the xy chromaticity point or the correlative color temperature (CCT) can be optionally entered by the user in such 

so items as 'chromaticity x*. 'chromaticity y' or 'correlative color temperature' in Fig.7. Similarly, if, in the setting item of 
'chromaticity of room light', 'customize* is selected as the setting items 'luminance of room light' or 'monitor luminance*, 
the values of the luminance of room light or luminance of the monitor can be entered in the associated Hems. 
[0176] In the viewing environment conversion circuits 12, 15. parameters associated with the setting contents are 
stored in order to enable readout of parameters, such as xy chromaticity point, correlative chromaticity point (CCT), 

55 luminance of room light or monitor luminance associated with the contents as set on the setting picture. 

[01 77] In the above-described embodiment, the user can easily set the parameters, while there is no necessity of pro- 
viding the sensors to S 4 , the device cost can be correspondingly reduced. 

[0178] An illustrative structure of the present invention, shown in the block diagram of Fig. 8, is explained. In this figure, 
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parts or components similar to those shown in Fig.2 are denoted by the same reference numerals and are not explained 
specifically. 

[0179] In the present embodiment, as compared to the embodiment of Fic.2 a printer 20 is substituted for the CRT 
monitor 4. while the sensor S 3 is adapted for measuring the chromaticity of the white point of the printing paper sheet. 
5 The present embodiment is otherwise the same in structure as the embodiment of Fig.2. 

[0180] The operation of the present embodiment is explained. Since the operation of the picture processing unit 1 01 
in the transmission side is the same as that of Fig.2, it is not explained specifically. 

[0181] The output L + M + S + data, corresponding to the soft copy picture, is sent via network 1 01 to the picture process- 
ing unit 1-2 on the reception side. 

10 [0182] In the picture processing unit 1-2 on the reception side receives L + M + S + data, sent via the network 101, is 
received by the picture editing processing circuit 14, which then processes the received data with gamut compression 
or color editing as in the first embodiment to output the resulting data to the viewing condition conversion circuit 15. 
[0183] The viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 is fed from the sensor S3 with chromaticity values LnpRN). M n(PRN) 
and S n ( PRN ) of white points of the printing paper sheet P out , on which the printer 20 prints a picture, as viewing condition 

15 parameter. The chromaticity values L^prn). M n(PRN) and s n(PRN) of white points of the printing paper sheet P out are set 
as chromaticity values L^HardCopy). M n(HardCopy) and s n(HardCopy) of the white point to which the human viewing system 
adapts itself when observing the hard copy picture printed on the printing paper sheet. 

[0184] If the XYZ data obtained on converting CMY(K) data, which is picture data corresponding to a hard copy pic- 
ture, by the profile P4 for the printer 20 stored in the converter 16, is further converted in accordance with the above 
20 equation 94), data which reflects color appearance on observing the hard copy picture outputted by the printer 20 is 

Lfl-rKHardCopy)' M/M n(HardCopy)» S/S n (Hardcopy)- 

[0185] The viewing environment conversion circuit 12 on the transmission side effectuates picture processing, such 
as contrast correction taking into account reflection from the tube surface of the CRT monitor 3 or correction for color 
adaptation of the human visual system in case of changes in luminance of the surrounding light, as explained in con- 
25 nection with the first embodiment. Thus, for achieving color appearance coincidence between the soft copy picture dis- 
played on the CRT monitor and the hard copy picture outputted by the printer 20, it suffices if the following equation (23): 
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35 

holds, since the right side of the equation (1 1 ) represents data which reflects color appearance when observing the soft 
copy picture. 

[0186] Therefore, the received L+IvTS* data (L\ M + and S+) are converted in accordance with the following equation 
(24): 

40 
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...(24) 



in order to calculate LMS data. 

so [0187] The XYZ data as DIC can be obtained on linearly transforming the LMS data, calculated as described above, 
by an inverse matrix of the matrix of the right side of the equation (4). The calculated XYZ data are sent to the converter 
1 6 where reference is had to the profile X4 and the XYZ data are converted into CMY(K) data associated with the printer 
20 and the converted data is outputted to the printer 20. The printer prints a picture associated with the supplied 
CMY(K) data on the printing paper sheet P out . 

ss [0188] In the above-mentioned second embodiment, color appearance coincidence between the soft copy picture dis- 
played on the CRT 3 and the hard copy outputted by the printer 20 can be achieved to high accuracy even in case the 
viewing environment (condition) of the reception side differs from that on the transmission side. 
[0189] In the above-described embodiment, the chromaticity of the white point of the printing paper shee6 P out is 
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detected by a sensor and correction is carried out based on the detected value. It is, however, also possible to measure 
the chromaticity of the surrounding light in the environment in which the hard copy picture printed on the printing paper 
sheet P ou t by the sensor S 4 as the radiation color luminance meter in place of by the sensor S 3 and to use the measured 
results as the chromaticity (Ln(HardCopy). M n(HardCopy) and S n(HafdCopy j, to which the human visual system viewing the 
5 hard copy picture adapts itself. 

[0190] Outputs of both the sensor S3 and the sensor S 4 may be used instead of using an output of one of the sensors 
S3 and S 4 . In this case, the chromaticity (L^HaidCopy). M n(HardCopy). and S n (HardCopy)) of the white point, to which the 
human visual system viewing a hard copy picture adapts itself, is determined taking into account the viewing condition 
parameters in the equation (24), associated with the chromaticity of the white point of the printing paper sheet P out used 

10 for printing the picture by the printer 20, outputted by the sensor S 3 , and the parameter associated with the chromaticity 
of the ambient light in the environment in which the hard copy picture printed on the printing paper sheet P out , outputted 
by the sensor S 4 . Since this renders it possible to produce data of higher precision, it becomes possible to realize color 
appearance coincidence between the soft copy picture of the CRT monitor 3 and the hard copy picture of the printer 20. 
[0191] A third embodiment of the present invention is now explained. 

15 [0192] Fig.9 is a block diagram showing an illustrative structure of the viewing condition conversion circuit 15 on the 
reception side. In this figure, parts or components similar to those of Fig.8 (second embodiment) are depicted by the 
same reference numerals and are not explained specifically. 

[0193] In the present embodiment, the viewing condition conversion circuit 15 and the converter 16 on the reception 
side are moved to the picture processing unit 1 -1 of the transmission side while the picture editing processing circuit 14 
20 on the reception side is unified in the picture editing processing circuit 1 3 on the transmission side. The structure of the 
present embodiment is otherwise the same as that shown in Fig.8. 

[0194] The operation of the present embodiment is hereinafter explained. The RGB data outputted by the transmis- 
sion side CRT monitor are sent to the converter 1 1 where the data is converted into XYZ data as DIC before being out- 
putted to the viewing environment conversion circuit 12. 
25 [01 95] The viewing environment conversion circuit 1 2 refers to outputs from the sensors S-j and S2 to convert the input 
XYZ data into L + M + S + data as color appearance index data under the viewing conditions of the CRT monitor 3 to output 
the converted data to the picture editing processing circuit 13. 

[0196] Th picture editing processing circuit 13 processes the L + M + S* data from the viewing environment conversion 
circuit 12 by gamut compression or color editing to output the resulting data to the viewing condition conversion circuit 
30 15. 

[0197] The viewing condition conversion circuit 15 refers to the viewing condition parameters of the reception side 
sent from the reception side sensors S 3 and S 4 to convert the L + M + S + data outputted by the picture editing processing 
circuit 13 into XYZ data associated with the color appearance in the viewing conditions of the printer 20 in order to out- 
put the converted data to the converter 16. 
35 [0198] The converter 16 receives the profile P4 for the printer 20, sent from the reception side printer 20, and has 
reference to this profile P4 in order to convert the XYZ data outputted by the viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 into 
the CMY(K) data as DDC which is sent to the network 101. 

[01 99] The CMY(K) data, transmitted via the network 1 0 1 , is supplied via picture processing unit 1 -2 to the printer 20 

so as to be printed on the printing paper sheet P out . 
40 [0200] In the above-described embodiment, in which the transmitting side applies transform processing in meeting 

with the viewing condition parameters on the transmitting side and on the reception side to picture data to send the 

transformed picture data over the network 101, the reception side device can be simplified in structure. 

[0201] In the above-described embodiment, since outputs of the sensors S3, S 4 and the profile P4 of the printer 20 

are transmitted via a transmission medium other than the network 101 , it is also possible to use the network 101 as a 
45 transmission medium. 

[0202] A fourth embodiment of the present invention is now explained. 

[0203] Fig. 10 shows a block diagram showing an illustrative structure of the fourth embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. In Fig. 10, parts or components similar to those shown in Fig.8 (second embodiment) are denoted by the same ref- 
erence numerals and hence are not explained specifically 
so [0204] In the present embodiment conversely to the embodiment of Fig.9, the converter 1 1 and the viewing environ- 
ment conversion circuit 12 on the transmitting side are shifted towards the picture processing unit 1-2 on the reception 
side, while the picture editing processing circuit 14 on the reception side is unified in the picture editing processing cir- 
cuit 13 on the transmitting side. The structure of the present embodiment is otherwise the same as that of the embodi- 
ment of Fig.8. 

55 [0205] The operation of the present embodiment is explained. The RGB data, outputted from the transmitting side RT 
monitor 3, are transmitted from the picture processing unit 1 -1 to the reception side picture processing unit 1 -2 over the 
network. 

[0206] The converter 1 1 of the picture processing unit 1 -2 on the reception side receives the RGB data transmitted 
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via the network 1 01 while receiving the profile P A of the CRT monitor 3 of the transmitting side. The converter 1 1 refers 
to the profile P, to convert the RGB data into XYZ data as DIC to output the converted data to the viewing environment 
conversion circuit 12. 

[0207] The viewing environment conversion circuit 12 refers to the detection signal transmitted from the sensors St 
5 and S2 to convert the input XYZ data into L + M + S + data as color appearance index data under the viewing conditions of 
the CRT monitor 3 on the transmitting side to output the converted data to the picture editing processing circuit 13. 
[0208] The picture editing processing circuit 1 3 processes the L + M + S + data from the viewing environment conversion 
circuit 1 2 with gamut compression or color editing to output the resulting data to the viewing condition conversion circuit 
15. 

10 [0209] The viewing condition conversion circuit 15 refers to the viewing condition parameters of the reception side 
measured by the sensors S 3 and S 4 to convert the L + M + S + data outputted by the picture editing processing circuit 13 
into data corresponding to color appearance in the viewing conditions of the printer to output the converted data to the 
converter 16. 

[021 0] The converter 1 6 ref ers to the profile P4 for the printer 20 on the reception side to convert the output XYZ data 
15 of the viewing condition conversion circuit 15 into CMY(K) data as DDC for the printer 20 to output the converted data 
to the printer 20. 

[021 1] The printer 20 prints the hard copy picture corresponding to the supplied CMY(K) data on the printing paper 
sheet P out . 

[021 2] In the above-described embodiment, output RGB data of the CRT monitor 3 of the transmitting side is trans- 
20 mitted over the network 101 and converted on the reception side in meeting with the viewing condition parameters on 
the transmitting side so as to be outputted to the printer 20 to simplify the structure of the transmitting side. 
[021 3] A fifth embodiment o the present invention is explained. 

[021 4] Fig. 1 1 shows a block diagram showing an illustrative structure of the fifth embodiment of the present invention. 
In Fig. 1 1 , parts or components similar to those shown in Fig.9 (third embodiment) are denoted by the same reference 

25 numerals and hence are not explained specifically. 

[0215] In the present embodiment, as compared to the embodiment of Fig.9, the converter 16 has been moved 
towards the reception side. The structure of the present embodiment is otherwise the same as that of Fig.9. 
[021 6] The operation of the present embodiment is now explained. The RGB data outputted by the CRT monitor 3 on 
the transmitting side is sent to the converter 1 1 where it is converted into XYZ data as DIC which is sent to the viewing 

30 environment conversion circuit 12. 

[021 7] The viewing environment conversion circuit 1 2 refers to outputs of the sensors S! and S2 to convert the input 
XYZ data into L+M+S* data as color appearance index data in the viewing condition of the CRT monitor 3 to output the 
converted data to the picture editing processing circuit 13. 

[021 8] The picture editing processing circuit 1 3 processes the L + M + S + data from the viewing environment conversion 
35 circuit 1 2 with gamut compression or color editing to output the resulting data to the viewing condition conversion circuit 
15. 

[0219] The viewing condition conversion circuit 15 refers to the viewing condition parameters on the reception side 
transmitted from the sensors S 3 and S 4 to convert the output LWS + data of the picture editing processing circuit 13 
into XYZ data associated with the color appearance in the viewing conditions of the printer 20 to send the converted 

40 data to the reception side over the network 101. 

[0220] The converter 1 6 of the picture processing unit 1 -2 on the reception side receives the output XYZ data of the 
viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 transmitted via the network 101 and refers to the profile P4 for the printer 20 to 
convert the XYZ data into CMY(K) data as DDC of the printer 20 to supply the converted data to the printer 20. 
[0221 ] The printer 20 prints a hard copy picture corresponding to the CMY(K) data from the converter 1 6 on the print- 

45 ing paper sheet to output the printed data. 

[0222] In the above-described embodiment, the XYZ data, transformed on the transmission side in meeting with the 
viewing condition parameters on the transmitting and receiving sides and sent out via the network 101 . The transmitted 
data is converted on the reception side into CMY(K) data on the reception side by having reference to the printer profile 
P4 to render it possible to simplify the structure of the reception side device. 

so [0223] In the above-described embodiment, the outputs of the sensors S 3 and S 4 and the profile P4 of the printer 20 
are transmitted n a transmission medium different from the network 101. However, it is of course possible to transmit 
the data over the network 101 . 

[0224] A sixth embodiment o the present invention is explained. 

[0225] Fig. 12 shows a block diagram showing an illustrative structure of the sixth embodiment of the present inven- 
55 tion. In Fig. 1 2. parts or components similar to those shown in Fig. 1 0 (fourth embodiment) are denoted by the same ref- 
erence numerals and hence are not explained specifically. 

[0226] In the present embodiment, as compared to the embodiment of Fig. 10, the converter 1 1 on the reception side 
has been moved to the transmission side. The structure of the present embodiment is otherwise the same as that of 
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Fig. 10. 

[0227] The operation of the present embodiment is now explained. The RGB data, outputted by the transmitting side 
CRT monitor 3, is routed to the picture processing unit 1-1 of the transmission side. The converter 11 of the picture 
processing unit 1 -1 refers to the profile P 1 of the CRT monitor 3 to convert the RGB data into XYZ data as DIC to send 
5 out the converted data to the network 101. 

[0228] The viewing environment conversion circuit 1 2 of the picture processing unit 1 -2 receives the XYZ data trans- 
mitted over the network 101 

[0229] The viewing environment conversion circuit 1 2 on the reception side refers to the detection signals of the trans- 
mission side, detected by the sensors S-, and S2 and transmitted thereto, to convert the input XYZ data into L + M + S + 
10 data as color appearance index data under the viewing conditions of the CRT monitor 3 on the transmitting side to out- 
put the converted data to the picture editing processing circuit 13. 

[0230] The picture editing processing circuit 1 3 processes the L + M + S + data from the viewing environment conversion 
circuit 12 with gamut compression and color editing to output the resulting data to the viewing condition conversion cir- 
cuit 15. 

15 [0231 ] The viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 refers to the reception side viewing condition parameters measured 
by the sensors S3 and S 4 to convert the L + M + S + data outputted by the picture editing processing circuit 13 to XYZ data 
associated with the color appearance under the viewing conditions of the printer 20 to output the converted data to the 
converter 16. 

[0232] The converter 1 6 refers to the profile P4 for the printer 20 on the reception side to convert the output XYZ data 
20 of the viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 to output the converted data to the printer 20. 

[0233] The printer 20 prints a hard copy picture corresponding to the supplied CMY(K) data on the printing paper 
sheet P out . 

[0234] In the above-described embodiment, the output RGB data from the transmitting side CRT monitor 3 is con- 
verted by the converter 1 1 into XYZ data which is transmitted via network 101 . The transmitted data is converted on the 
25 reception side in meeting with parameters of the viewing environments of the transmitting and receiving sides and out- 
putted to the printer 20 thus simplifying the structure of the transmitting side. ( 

[0235] In the above-described embodiment the CRT monitor 3 is used as an input device on the transmitting side. It 
is however possible to use devices other than the CR monitor 3. Fig. 1 3 shows an illustrative structure in which a scan- 
ner 30 is used as a transmitting side input device. In the present embodiment, parts or components similar to those of 

30 Fig.2 are denoted by the same reference numerals and are not explained specifically. 

[0236] In the present embodiment, the scanner 30 is substituted for the CRT monitor 3. This sensor S 6 is comprised 
of, for example, an intimate contact type sensor, which is adapted for measuring the chromaticity of the white point of 
the printing paper sheet P in to input the measured value of chromaticity to the viewing environment conversion circuit 
1 2. In the converter 1 1 is stored the profile P 3 for the scanner 30. The present embodiment is otherwise similar in struc- 

35 ture to the embodiment of Fig.2. 

[0237] The operation of the present embodiment is hereinafter explained only briefly. 

[0238] The picture data entered from the transmitting side scanner 30 is sent to the picture processing unit 1 -1 on the 
transmitting side. The converter 1 1 of the picture processing unit 1 -1 refers to the profile P 3 of the scanner 30 to convert 
the output RGB data of the scanner 30 into XYZ data as DIC which is outputted to the viewing environment conversion 

40 circuit 12. The viewing environment conversion circuit 12 refers to data of the viewing conditions detected by the sen- 
sors S-| and S2 to convert the input XYZ data to L + M + S + data which is the color appearance index data under the view- 
ing conditions of the transmitting side to output the converted data to the picture editing processing circuit 13. 
[0239] The picture editing processing circuit 1 3 processes the L + M + S + data from the viewing environment conversion 
circuit 12 with gamut compression or color editing to sed out the resulting data to the network 101 . 

45 [0240] The picture editing processing circuit 14 of the reception side picture processing unit 1-2 receives data trans- 
mitted via network 101 to execute gamut compression or color editing, if need be, as in the transmitting side, and out- 
puts the resulting data to the viewing condition conversion circuit 15. 

[0241 ] The viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 refers to the viewing condition parameters of the viewing environ- 
ment on the reception side, as measured by the sensors S3 and S 4 , and outputs the resulting data to the viewing con- 

50 dition conversion circuit 1 5. 

[0242] The viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 refers to the viewing condition parameters on the reception side as 
measured by the sensors S3 and S 4 , in order to convert the output L + M + S + data from the viewing condition conversion 
circuit 15 into RGB data as DDC of the CRT monitor 4 to output the resulting data to the CRT monitor 4. 
[0243] The converter 1 6 refers to the profile P 4 for the CRT monitor 4 on the reception side to convert the XYZ data 

ss of the viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 into RGB data as D DC of the CRT monitor 4 to supply the converted data 
to the CRT monitor 4. 

[0244] The CRT monitor 4 displays and outputs the soft copy picture corresponding to the supplied RGB data. 
[0245] In the above-described embodiment, it is possible to achieve color appearance of a picture printed on the print- 
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ing paper sheet P in on the transmitting side and that of a picture displayed on the CRT monitor 4 on the reception side 
when the picture is read by the scanner 30 and transmitted to the reception side. 

[0246] In the above-described embodiment the input picture data is converted in the viewing environment conversion 
circuit 12 into viewing environment independent L + M + S + data. This L + M + S + data may further be converted into the 
CIE/Lab form data. An illustrative processing operation in this case is now explained. 

[0247] First, the L ++ S + data is converted into CIE/XYZ form data in accordance with the following equation (25): 



L91019 -L11214 
0.37095 0.62905 
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...(25) 
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[0248] This CIE/XYZ form data is termed (X\ Y\ Z'). 

[0249] The (X\ Y\ Z') data is converted into the CIE/Lab form in accordance with the following equation (26): 



L* = 116f(YV100)-16 

a* = 500{f(Y* /100)- f(Z + /100)} 

b* = 200{f(Y* / 100)- f(Z+ / 100)} 



(26) 



30 



35 



to produce (L + , a + , b + ). In the above equation, fO is a function defined by the following equation (27): 



f(r)=r I/3 (r> 0.008856) 

f(r) = 7.787r +16/116 (r £ 0.008856) 



...(27) 



such that it is given a value which is varied with a magnitude in parentheses. 
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[0250] 
[0251] 
[0252] 

(28): 



By the above processing, (L + , M + , S + ) data can be converted to data (L + , a*, b + ). 

Conversely, the (L + , a + . b + ) data can be converted into (L*. M + . S + ) data by the following processing: 

That is, the (L + , M + . S + ) data is first converted to (X\ Y\ 2 + ) data in accordance with the following equation 



X + = 1006c 3 
X + = 100(6c 
Y* = lOOfy 3 
Y + = 100(fy- 
Z + = lOOfz 3 



fx > 0.2069 
16/ 116)/ 7.787 

fy> 0.2069 
16 / 116)/ 7.787 f 

fz> 0.2069 



Z + = 100(fe- 16/ 116)/ 7.787 



fx< 0.2069 



fy < 0.2069 



fz< 0.2069 



where fy, fx and fz are defined in accordance with the following equation (29): 



(28) 
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fy= (L + + 16)/116 
fx= fy+a + /500 

fz=fy-b + /200 -.(29) 



io [0253] Next, the (X\ Y, Z) data, obtained by the above processing, can be converted into (L + , M + , S+) data in accord- 
ance with the following equation (30): 





' V ' 




' 0.38971 


0.68898 


-0.07868" 






75 


M* 




-0.22981 


1.18340 


0.04641 








S* 




0.0 


0.0 


1.0 







20 

[0254] By the above processing, the (L + , M + , S + ) data can be converted into generally employed (L + , a + , b + ) data, 
while conversely the (L + , a + , b + ) data can be converted to the (L + , M + , S + ) data, so that, by simply making slight 
changes in the usual picture processing device, such a system can be constructed in which the color appearance is not 
changed with the viewing conditions. 

25 [0255] Finally, an embodiment of the present invention is explained in which the hardware for implementing the trans- 
mission/reception apparatus 1 interconnected over the network 100. Meanwhile, the transmission/reception apparatus 
1 is not limited to that shown in the present embodiment That is, the apparatus 1 can be designed as an analog circuit 
or a digital circuit, such as TTL, PLD or a gate array, without employing a software, such as a computer, provided that 
the apparatus used can transform pictures in a pre-set manner and can transmit picture data. 

30 [0256] Fig.1 4 shows a block diagram of an illustrative structure by a computer 200 as an embodiment for implement- 
ing the transmission/reception apparatus 1 of the present invention. This computer 200 is comprised of a commercial 
computer having sensors or communication means annexed thereto for carrying out the present invention. 
[0257] A CPU 201 has the function of controlling the entire apparatus and performing processing operations, and may, 
for example. Pentium by Intel. A cache 202 is a high-speed memory for storing the information in the memory for a CPU 

35 to have access frequently. The information can be directly exchanged between the cache 202 and the CPU 201 for 
expediting the system operation. 

[0258] A system controller 203 is a circuit for timing adjustment, for example, between the CPU 201 , cache 202, a 
memory 204, a computer bus 209 and a PCI bus 210, and may, for example, be TRITON (430FX) by Intel. 
[0259] The memory 204 is a storage portion for writing or reading out the information under commands by the CPU 
40 201 or the system controller 203 and may, for example, be comprised of a dynamic random access memory (DRAM). 
The memory 204 is connected to the CPU 201 or to various resources on the computer bus 209 to enable information 
storage. Of course, the memory can store the above-mentioned picture data. 

[0260] The computer bus 209 represents information transmitting means directly connected to the CPU 201 , and can 
exchange the information promptly with the cache 202 or the system controller 203. The PCI bus 210 is information 
45 transmission means isolated from the computer bus 209 and is connected to the system controller 203. The CPU 201 
can access various resources connected to the PCI bus 210 via system controller 203. 

[0261] An external storage controller 21 1 controls information writing and readout for an area in a hard disc 212 or a 
disc loaded on CD-ROM drive 213 based on an information accessing request over PCI bus 213. For this connection, 
SCSI or IEEE1394 is used, the external memory may be such a recording medium that can be written and dismounted, 
so such as a floppy disc or a magneto-optical disc, without being limited to the hard disc 212 or the CD-ROM drive 213. In 
this case, data for carrying out the present invention, such as picture data for carrying out the above conversion, viewing 
condition parameters or the appearance index data, may be stored in the recording medium and transported in place 
of performing the above-mentioned transmission and reception. 

[0262] A keyboard mouse controller 214 includes a keyboard 215 and a mouse 216, as a pointing device, connected 
55 to the PCI bus 210. and operates so that the mouse movement or operation by the user will be transmitted to the 
CPU201 in accordance with a pre-set sequence. Thus, the CPU 201 can accept the input information from the user as 
a pointer displayed simultaneously with the picture displayed on a CRT (cathode ray tube) monitor 226 via a video con- 
troller 225 is relatively moved. Of course, the input information may be entered on the above-mentioned setting picture. 
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[0263] A scanner printer controller 217 is connected to the PCI bus 210, scanner 218 and the printer 219, and effec- 
tuates writing/readout control based on an information access request over the PCI bus 210. This connection is usually 
that by SCSI or IEEE 1394. The information that can be exchanged includes the information on device characteristics 
stored by the scanner 218 or the printer 219 used for the above-mentioned DIC or DDC in addition to the information 

5 that is read out and entered optically or the information that is printed and outputted. 

[0264] An communication controller 220 is connected to a telephone network 222 via a modem 221 or to a network 
224, such as IEEE802.3 (Ethernet), FDDI, ATM or IEEE1394, via a network communication equipment 223, and con- 
trols information access request over PCI bus 210 or information access request from a destination of communication. 
It is of course possible to transmit or receive data necessary for carrying out the present invention, such as picture data 

10 for the above conversion viewing condition parameters or appearance index data. 

[0265] A video controller 225 is connected to the PCI bus 210 and operates under commands by the CPU 201 in order 
to draw the information, such as a picture, figure or letters on a video memory, not shown, in the video controller 225 to 
display the contents on a CRT monitor 226. Of course, the above-mentioned picture data can be stored in a video mem- 
ory in the video controller 225. The information on device characteristics stored in the CRT monitor 226, such as VESA 

15 DDC (display data channel) can also be exchanged between the video controller 225 and the CRT monitor 226. 

[0266] The CRT monitor 226 is connected to the video controller 225 and operates under commands of the CPU 201 
to display the picture drawn by the video controller 225. Of course, display devices other than the CRT monitors, such 
as plasma display panel (PDP) or liquid display panels, may be used. In the present invention, the CRT monitor 226 has 
the role of displaying a soft copy picture in cooperation with the video controller 225, and performs the function as an 

20 input device on the transmitting side for a picture observed by the user and as an output device for a picture observed 
by the user on the reception side. 

[0267] A sensor controller 227 is connected to the PCI bus 210 and to a variety of sensors 228 and operates for 
detecting physical quantities, such as voltage, temperature or lightness under commands by the CPU 201 . In particular, 
in the present embodiment, the sensor controller 227 performs the role as a sensor for measuring the viewing condition 
25 parameters and can detect chromaticity of the surrounding light and chromaticity and absolute luminance of the CRT 
monitor 226. 

[0268] In the above-described embodiment of the transmission/reeption apparatus 1 according to the present inven- 
tion, the hardware is constituted by the computer 200. If the transmission/reeption apparatus 1 of the present invention 
is implemented by a computer, the various parts of the computer 200 and peripheral devices act in concert in accord- 
30 ance with the program software so that the various portions of the computer 200 and the peripheral devices take charge 
of the above means and circuits. 

[0269] For example, the role of the CRT monitor 3 as an input device on the transmitting side and the CRT monitor 4 
as an output device on the reception side in the first embodiment shown for example in Fig.2 is performed mainly by the 
video controller 225 and by the CRT monitor 226. The role of the converters 11, 16, which refer to the profiles of the 
35 CRT monitors 3, 4 to effect conversion of the RGB picture data to XYZ picture data or vice versa, is performed mainly 
by the memory 204 for storing the profile of the CRT monitor 226 or picture data and by the CPU 201 which effectuates 
the conversion processing. 

[0270] Since the viewing environment conversion circuit 12 and the viewing condition conversion circuit 15, which 
convert the XYZ picture data to L + M + S + picture data or vice versa responsive to the viewing condition parameters from 

40 the sensors S-j , S2, S3 and S 4 , the sensor controller 227 and the CPU 201 mainly perform the role of retrieving the view- 
ing condition parameters from the sensors, while the memory 204 and the CPU 201 mainly perform the role of carrying 
out calculations for transform processing. Since the picture editing processing circuits 12, 14 perform picture editing 
such as gamut compression or color editing, the memory 204 and the CPU 201 mainly perform the role of carrying out 
calculations for transform processing, while transmission and reception for the network 101 in the picture processing 

45 unit 1 - 1 and the picture processing unit 1 -2 are controlled by the memory 204 storing the data and the communication 
controller 220. 

[0271] Of course, program execution on the CPU 201 participates in the control of role sharing described above. 
[0272] By implementing various illustrative structures of the above-described embodiments of the present invention 
on the above-described hardware, it becomes possible to construct a system in which color appearance is not varied 
so with the viewing conditions as contemplated by the present invention. Of course, any suitable structure capable of exe- 
cuting calculations for pre-set picture conversion and of transmitting or receiving picture data, such as a structure 
including an analog circuit, including a transistor or an operational amplifier, or a digital circuit including a TTL, PLD or 
a gate array, may be used in place of the above-described embodiment. 

[0273] Meanwhile, the majority of the currently marketed CMS is that prescribed by International Color Consortium 
55 (ICC). By this CMS. conversion processing is executed on the basis of the device profile. Although the CMS which ena- 
bles color appearance coincidence can be implemented by newly constructing a unique system, it becomes impossible 
to realize compatibility with the CMS of the pre-existing ICC. That is, the pre-existing resources cannot be exploited 
effectively. In the following, a system in which coincidence of color appearance is realized by exploiting the CMS of the 
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pre-existing ICC is explained. 

[0274] Fig.15 shows an illustrative structure of such picture processing system, in which a CRT 41 and a printer 42 
are connected to a picture processing unit 31 constituting a CMS. A soft copy picture displayed on the CRT 41 is 
retrieved and supplied to a converter 32 of the picture processing unit 31 . The converter 32 processes the input picture 

5 data in accordance with an enclosed output profile 33A to output the processed data to the printer 42. 

[0275] The input profile 32A of the converter 32 is suitably read out by a color adaptation model conversion circuit 34 
so as to be suitably rewritten in meeting with an input from a viewing condition parameter input unit 35, which is con- 
structed by a GUI or sensors and is configured for retrieving data such as chromaticity or luminance of surrounding light 
L 1 of the CRT 41 or luminance of the white point of the CRT 41 . 

10 [0276] Fig. 1 6 shows a detailed illustrative structure of the picture processing unit 31 . In the present illustrative struc- 
ture, the input profile 32A converts RGB data as DDC data entered from the CRT 41 into XYZ data as DIC data to out- 
put the XYZ data to a profile connection space (PCS) 61 which is adapted to output the input XYZ data to the converter 
33. The output profile 33A of the converter 33 converts the input XYZ data into CMY(K) data as DDC data which is out- 
putted to the printer 42 and printed on a printing paper sheet so as to be outputted as hard copy picture. 

15 [0277] Referring to the flowchart of Fig. 1 7, the operation of furnishing the soft copy picture displayed on the CRT 41 
via the picture processing unit 31 to the printer 42 for printing on the printing paper sheet is explained. 
[0278] First, at step S1 , the color adaptation model conversion circuit 34 executes processing of reading out the input 
profile 32A of the converter 32. Then, at step S2, the color adaptation model conversion circuit 34 executes the process- 
ing of reading out TRC (rTRC, gTRC, bTRC), M xyz mr from the read input profile 32A. 

20 [0279] Meanwhile, TRC is the generic appellation of rTRC, gTRC and bTRC which are functions or conversion table 
data for linearizing pre-set data. For example, r TRC j A ] means data A linearlized with rTRC. 
[0280] M xyz mr means a matrix represented by the following equation (31): 



[0281] In this equation (31), (X mr red , Y mr red , Z mr red ) denotes a relative tristimulus values (rXYZ) of an R-phosphor as 
a. medium of the CRT 41. Similarly, (X mrgreen , Y mr g reen , Z mr gre€n ) denotes a relative tristimulus values (gXYZ) of a G- 
35 phosphor and (X^ b(ue , Y mr b j ue , Z mr (blue ) denotes a relative tristimulus values (bXYZ) of a B-phosphor. 

[0282] In addition, wtpt denotes a relative tristimulus valuesfX, mv , Y r mv and Z r mv ) of the white point of the CRT 41 . 
[0283] In the present specification, (X r , Y r , Z r ) denote relative tristimulus values, and the subscript mr means 'media 
relative* used for specifying the relative value of the media. 

[0284] The input profile 32A and the output profile 33A are pre-formulated on the basis of ICC Profile Format Speci- 
40 fication which is available on accessing the ICC home page (whose URL is http://www.color.org) over the Internet. In 
this format, there is placed at the leading end a header stating the format size, color management module (CMM; a soft- 
ware performing color conversion processing) in use, version, device in use, color space and time and date of formula- 
tion, as shown in Fig. 18. In the tag table, next following the header, there are arrayed a tag count specifying the number 
of bytes of the tag itself and a pointer tag specifying the arraying position of data (tag element data). 
45 [0285] Fig. 19 shows a display example in which the contents of the profile of this ICC Profile Format are displayed on 
the CRT 41 using an application software usable for viewing the profile. As shown therein, this profile includes TRC, 
m xyz_mr and Wtpt. 

[0286] Next, processing transfers to step S3 of Fig. 1 7 where the color adaptation model conversion circuit 34 retrieves 
the viewing condition parameters from the viewing condition parameter input unit 35. These viewing condition parame- 
50 ters can retrieve the chromaticity (x SUP y sur ) and absolute luminance Y a sur of the surrounding light L, of the CRT 41 and 
the absolute luminance Y a mon of the CRT 41 . In the present specification, the subscript 'a' means absolute and signifies 
that the symbol carrying the subscript denotes an absolute value. 

[0287] On the other hand, the subscript 'sur* means that the symbol carrying the subscript denotes data of the sur- 
rounding light, while the subscript 'mon' means that the symbol carrying the subscript denotes data means data con- 
55 cerning a monitor (CRT). 

[0288] Hg.20 denotes a display example of an input picture for entering viewing condition parameters for the CRT 41 
(GUI). As shown therein, the user can suitably manipulate a keyboard, not shown, of the viewing condition parameter 
input unit 35 to enter the required viewing condition parameters as numerical figures. 
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[0289] Of course, these viewing condition parameters can be detected by a sensor to retrieve the detected results. 
[0290] If the retrieval of the viewing condition parameters at step S3 of Fig. 1 7 comes to a close, processing transfers 
to step S4 in order to execute conversion processing by the color adaptation model conversion circuit 34. This conver- 
sion processing wilt be explained subsequently in detail by referring to the flowchart of Fig.22. 
5 [0291] By the processing in the color adaptation model conversion circuit 34, TRC, M' xyz mr and wtpf are obtained 
at step S5 as data for re-writing in association with TRC. M xyz _ mr and wtpt read at step S2. By these data for rewriting, 
thus obtained, the input profile 32A is re-written at step S6. 

[0292] When the writing of the input profile 32A has come to a close as described above, the RGB data, retrieved 
from the CRT 41 , are converted into XYZ data, by having reference to this input profile 32A, and is supplied via PCS 61 
10 to the output profile 33A, where the XYZ data is converted to CMY(K) data which is outputted to the printer for printing 
on the printing paper sheet. 

[0293] In the illustrative processing, shown in Fig.17, it is presupposed that the input profile 32A in the conversion 
circuit 32 has been pre-formulated. If this input profile 32A has not been formulated, it can be formulated newly. In this 
case, a gray scale patch, an RGB color patch and a white patch, for example, are displayed on the CRT 41 , as shown 
is in Fig.21. The sensor 71 detects the patch data are detected and the detected results are sent to a colorimeter 72 
where the detected results ate calculated in order to find TRC, W xyz mr and wtpt. 
[0294] Meanwhile, the elements of mr can be found from theloilowing equation (32): 

20 X mr = (X r DSO^Xs. mw )X,= (X rv D30^X rt mwr )X f 

Y mr = ( Y r mw )Y.= ( Y r> D30^Y r> mw )Y r 

Z mr = (Z r> DSO^Z.. ow)Z < == (Z r> D50 /Z rj mw )Z r 

25 

• -(32) 



[0295] In the above equation (32), (X a , Y a , Z a ) denote absolute tristimulus values, (X n Y ri Z r ) denote relative tristimuius 
30 values, (X a mv , Y a mv and Z amv ) denotes absolute tristimulus values for white and (X r mv » Y r mv and Z r mv ) denotes rela- 
tive tristimulus values for white. In addition, (X r#D50 , Y r D50 and Z r D50 ) denote relative tristimulus values of a light source 
D50, specifically (0.9642, 1.0000, 0.8249). 

[0296] The conversion processing by the color adaptation model conversion circuit 34 at step S4 of Fig. 1 7 is explained 
with reference to the flowchart of Fig.22. In the present embodiment, TRC, M xyzmr and wtpt are entered from the input 
35 profile 32 A, while the chrornaticity (x sur , y sur ) of the surrounding light L 1a the absolute luminance Y asur of the surround- 
ing light L<\ and absolute luminance Y a mon of the CRT 41 are entered from the viewing condition parameter input unit 
35, as shown in Fig.17. It is the updated data TRC, M' xy2 mr and wtpt* of the input profile 32A that are generated and 
outputted. 

[0297] First, it is assumed that picture data (dr, dg and db) are pre-generated at step S1 1 . These data (dr, dg, db) are 
40 obtained on normalizing the values of (R, G, B) outputted by the CRT 4 so that the maximum value will be equal to 1 . 
[0298] Then, at step S12, TRC read from the input profile 32A is applied to the data (dr, dg, db) generated at step 
S1 1 , in order to calculate (r, g, b) in accordance with the following equation (33): 

45 r=rTRC [dr] Osdrsl Osrsl 

50 g = gTRC [dg] Osdgsl Osgsl 

b=bTRC [db] Osdbsl Osbsl 

...(33) 

55 

[0299] This gives data (r, g, b) which has linearized the relation between the light volume and the RGB data outputted 
by the CRT 41. 



34 

BNSDOCID: <EP 0907283A1 _l_> 



EP0 907 283 A1 



[0300] Then, at step 14, next following step S13, data (X' a , Y' a , are calculated from data (r, g, b) of step S12. 
: [0301] That is, in order to find data (X, Y, Z) from the linearized data of Fig.33. the media relative tristimulus values of 
the RGB phosphors, represented by the following equation (34): 

rXYZ: (X mrt red , Y mri rcd> Z mfi red ) 

§XYZ. C^mr. green* ^or, green* ^or, green) 

10 bXYZ: (X mr- bltte , Y mr> blue , Z mr bloc ) 

- - (34) 

15 are read. 

[0302] Moreover, the relative tristimulus values of the white point, required for conversion from the media relative tris- 
timulus values to the absolute tristimulus values, represented by the following equation (35): 

20 wtpt: (X r mw , Y r mw , Z ft mw ) 

-..(35) 

where wtpt is the white point of the CRT 41 , are read. This equation (35) is set as in the following equation (36): 

25 

(^r. mon* ^r, mon(~Oi ^ i\ mon) 

• -(36) 

30 

[0303] As a result, the absolute tristimulus values of the CRT 41 can be represented, using Y a mon , in accordance with 
the following equation (37): 

35 



40 



45 



SO 



55 





= v 

men ' v r, 


• Y 

mon * *, mon 


Y.. 


= Y 

mon * r, 


- Y f = Y ) 

mon * mon V * a, mon/ 


z.. 


= 7 

mon r. 


• Y 

mon * a, moa 



(37) 



[0304] From the above equations (32), (36) and (37), the following equation (38): 
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Xmr 
Ymr 
Zmr 



Xmr.^ Xmrlg^m Xmr. blue 
Ymr, red Ymr. green Ymr. blue 
Zm,.«d Zmr.8~» Z^r.Nue 



10 



15 



Xr.DSO 

Xa, moo 
Yr,D50 

Ya, mon 

Zr.DSO 



Xa. red 



Ya.red 



Za,red 



Xr.DSO 

Xa, moo 

Yr.DSO , 

Ye, mon 
Zr,D50 

Za, mon 



X.. 



. a, green 



Xr.D50 

^Ca, mon 
Yr.DSO 

Ye, mon 

Zr.DSO 



Xa,blue 






r 


Ye. blue 


g 




b 







...(38) 



20 is derived. 



[0305] In this equation (38), (X a red , Y a red , Z a red ), (X a green , Y a green , 2 a gre6n ) and (X a blue , Y ablue , 2 a blue ) represent 
absolute tristimulus values of R, G and B phosphors, respectively. 

[0306] Therefore, the matrix represented by the absolute tristimulus values is as the following equation (39): 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



Xa, red Xa, green Xa, blue 
Ya, red Ya, green Ya, blue 
ZU,red Za, green Za, blue 



Xa, mon 


Xmr, red 


5Ca, mon 


Xr,D50 


Xr,D50 


Ya, mon 




Y*a, mon 


Yr, D50 


Ymr, red 


Yr, D50 




Za, mon 


Zmr, red 


Zsa, mon 


Zr.DSO 


Zr, D50 



Xmr, green 
Ymr, gree n 
Zmi, green 



5Ca, mon 

-Xmr, blue 

Xr, D50 
mon 

~Z Ymr, blue 

Yr, D50 

Za, mon 

Zmr, blue 

Zr.DSO 



.(39) 



where the term of the right side of the equation (39) is M XY z_a. as shown by the following equation (40): 



so 



55 
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MXYZ a- 



10 



Xa, mon 




Xa. mon 


Xr.D50 


V-TOl, ICO 


Xt. DSO 


Ya, mon 




Ya, mon 


Yr. D50 


Yror. red 


Yr,D50 


Za, mon 




Za. mon 


_ Zr,D50 


Zmr, fed 


Zr, DSO 



Xmr. i 

Y„ 

Zmr, green 



Xa., 



Xr.D50 
Ya, mon 

Yr,D50 

Z* 



Zr.DSO 



Xmr, Hoe 



Ymr. blue 



Zmr. blue 



15 



20 



25 



..(40) 



[0307] Therefore, the absolute tristimulus values, outputted from the CRT 41, may be represented by the following 
equation (41): 



- 

X*(CRT) 




r 


Ya, (CRT) 


= MXYZ a 


g 


Za,(CRT)_ 




b 



...(41) 

30 

where M xyz _ a denotes a matrix for finding the absolute tristimulus values from (r.g.b) and (X a (CRT) , Y a ( CRT ), Z a (CRT) ) 
represent the absolute tristimulus values outputted by the CRT 41. 

[0308] Meanwhile, a subscript (CRT) denotes outputting by the CRT 41 and 0 denotes that the number in the paren- 
theses is a variable. In the following description, any symbol not shown with 0 represents a constant number. 

35 [0309] If the luminance of the surrounding light L 1 is increased, the picture on the soft copy of the CRT 41 is lowered 
in contrast. The main reason is that the black becomes floated by reflection of the surrounding light L 1 on the tube sur- 
face of the CRT 41 . Although an anti-reflection film is formed n the CRT 4, the black that can be reproduced on the CRT 
41 cannot be rendered darker than its reflected light, as long as there is the surrounding light L,. In order to take into 
account the reflected light, the reflecting component of the surrounding light L 1 is added as offset to the light emitted by 

40 the RGB phosphor, as shown by the following equation (42): 



X'a,(CRT) 




Xa, (CRT) 




Rbk • Xa, sur 


YUfCRT) 




Ya.(CRT) 


+ 


Rbk- Ya.sur 


Z'MCRT) 




Za,(CRT) 




Rbk- Za. sur 



...(42) 



so where !% k is the reflectance on the tube surface of the CRT 41 and is usually of the order of 1 to 5%, while (X^ sup Y a SUP 
z a,sur) denotes the absolute tristimulus values of the surrounding light b, and (X' a (CRT) , Y a t (cm> z 'a,(CRT)) denotes the 
absolute tristimulus values of the CRT 41 plus the reflected light. 

[031 0] The absolute tristimulus values of the surrounding light may be found from the viewing condition parameters 
entered from the viewing condition parameter input unit 35 in accordance with the following equation (43): 
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Xa,ra 
Z#, tor 



Ya, aur 
1- X«r- y.«r 



Ya, tor 



10 



where (r 0 , g 0 , b 0 ) is defined so that the following equation (44): 



• ■(43) 



75 



20 



25 



ro 




Rbk • Xa, stir 




Rbk ■ X j, sur 




- • 

ro 


go 


= MXYZ 


Rbk Ya,sur 


<=> 


Rbk- Ya, sur 


= MXYZ a 


& 


bo 




Rbk * Z** sur 




Rbk • Za, sur 




bo 



(44) 



holds. 

[031 1] The equation (42) can be modified from the equations (41), (44) to the following equation (45): 





X' a, (CRT) 




r 




ro 




Va,(CRT) 


= MXYZ a 


g 


+ MxYZa 


go 


30 


Z ? a. (CRT) 




b 












r + ro 




35 




= MXYZ a 


g+g° 

b+ bo 





...(45) 



40 [031 2] Meanwhile, TRC needs to be represented in the ICC prof fle Format by a value ranging from 0 to 1 . Thus, for 
normalization in which the maximum values of (r+r 0 ), (g+go) and (b+b 0 ) are equal to 1, (r\g\b') is defined as in the fol- 
lowing equation (46): 



45 



50 



r'=(r+r 0 )/(l+r 0 ) 

g'=(g+8o)/(l+go) 
b'=(b+b 0 )/(l+b 0 ) 



(46) 



55 [031 3] From the equation (33), the following equation (47) : 
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r'=(rTRC[dr]+r 0 )/(i+r 0 ) 
g' = (gTRC[dg] + g 0 )/(l+g 0 ) 
b'=(bTRC[db] + b 0 )/(l+b 0 ) 



[0314] Then, TRC is defined as shown in the following equation (48): 

rTRC'[dr] = (rTRC[dr]+r o )/(l+r 0 ) 
g TRC'[dg]=(gTRC[dg] + g 0 )/(l + g 0 ) 
bTRC , [db] = (bTRC[db]+b 0 )/(l+b 0 ) 



25 

[031 5] As a result, the following equation (49): 

r'=rTRC'[dr] Osdrsl Osr'sl 

g*=gTRC'[dg] Osdgsl Osg'sl 

b'=bTRC'[db] Osdbsl Osb'sl 

35 

holds to satisfy the format ICC Profile Format. 

[031 6] From the above equation (46), the following equation (50): 

40 

r+r„=(l+r 0 )-r' 

g+go=(l + go)'g' 
b+b 0 =(l+b 0 )b' 



SO 

holds. 

[0317] Also, M TRC n is defined as shown in the following equation (51): 



55 
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IN/ItRC n = 



1+ ro O O 
O 1 + go O 
O O 1+ bo 



...(51) 



10 



[0318] From the equations (50) and (51), the above equation (45) is represented as in the following equation (52): 



15 



20 



25 



X\(CRT) 
Z\(CRT> 



= MXYZ a- MTRC 



r 1 



.♦.(52) 



[0319] This equation (52) gives the results of calculations at step S4 of Fig.22. 

[0320] Then, the normalizing processing is carried out to set the maximum value of V a ( CR -q to 1. Since this value 
means an absolute tristimutus values for 

r'=g'=b' = l 



in the equation (52), the following equation (53): 



30 



35 



XV i 



= MXYZ « • MTRC a 



.(53) 



holds from the equation (52). 
40 [0321] From this equation (53), Y' a mon is found, so that, at step S1 5 of Fig.22. the following equation (54): 



45 



50 



Xr.(CRT) 

Yr.(CRT) 
Zr.(CRT) = 



Y* a, moo 
YV(CRT) 

Y* a, moo 
Z f a, (CRT) 

__ 



...(54) 



55 can be calculated. 

[0322] Then, using the equation (52) (Hunt-Pointer-Esteves transform), transform from the tristimulus values to the 
cone signal is performed. That is, at step S16, the following equation (55): 
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20 







" 0.38971 


0.68898 


-0.07868" 


Xr.(CRT) 


M(CKT) 




-0.22981 


1.18340 


0.04641 


Yr.(CRT) 


S(CRT) 




0.0 


0.0 


10 


Zr.(CRT)_ 



(55) 



io is calculated. 

[0323]ccMeanwhile. M EHP is defined as shown in the following equation (56): 



15 



Mehp = 



0.38971 0.68893 -0.07868 
-0.22981 1.18340 0.04641 
0.0 0.0 1.0 



...(56) 



25 



30 



35 



40 



[0324] Meanwhile, the human visual system normalizes the cone signals at the white point value so that the light 
source will be white. In the model of the present embodiment, the adaptation rule by von Kries is basically used. How- 
ever, the white point, to which the human visual system is thought to adapt itself, is found from incomplete adaptation 
and partial adaptation, without directly using the chromaticity of the light source, as now explained. 
[0325] First, the incomplete adaptation is explained. In observing a picture on the CRT 41, the human visuaJ system 
endeavors to adapt itself to the white point on the CRT 41 . However, if the white point is significantly apart from the D65, 
the human visual system cannot completely adapt itself to the white point on the CRT 41 even if the CRT 41 is observed 
in a dark room. The further the chromaticity of the white point apart from the D65 (or E) light source, and the lower the 
luminance of the adaptation point, the more incomplete is the adaptation. The white point of incomplete adaptation^, 
M 'n t S'n). to which the human visual system adapts itself, is found by the following equation (57): 

L\=L n /p L 

M'„=M B /p M 

S'„=S a /p s 

...(57) 



[0326] It should be noted that p L , p M and p s in the equation (57) are color adaptation coefficients as found with the 
Hunt's model, and may be found from the following equation (58): 

45 





Pl = 


(1+ Y\« 


«" + /e)/(1 + Y*.*o* m 


+ 1//e) 




Pm = 


(1+ 


o, w + mE)/(l+ Y\»«, 


w + 1/mE) 


SO 


Ps = 


(1+ Y\»« 


» w + se)/(1+Y^o. w 


+ 1/SE) 



(58) 



where Y' a mon represents the absolute luminance (cd/m 2 ) including the reflected light of the white point of the CRT 41 . 
55 [0327] Also, l E . m E , s E in the equation (58) may be found from the following equation (59): 
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10 



1 E =3-L./(L,+M,+ S,) 

m E =3-M„/(L I1 +M„+S I ,) 

s E =3-S 0 /(L B +M a +S 0 ) 



(59) 



[0328] Meanwhile, (Ln.Mn.Sn) may be found by the following equation (60): 



75 



20 



25 



40 



45 



50 







Xr, mon 


Mn 


= Mehp 


Yr, mon 






Zr f mon 



...(60) 

by transforming the relative tristimulus values (X rmon> Y rmon , Z r mon ) into cone signals, using Mehp wherein the relative 
tristimulus values (X r mon , Y r mon , Z r mon ) is that for the white point of the CRT 41 , that is for 

r* = g' = b* = 1 



in the equations (52), (54). 

[0329] Turning to mixed adaptation, when viewing a picture on the CRT 41 , it is hardly viewed in a dark room, but it 
30 is viewed in a usual office under a fluorescent lamp having a color temperature (CCT) of approximately 4150K. On the 
other hand, the CCT of the white point of the customary CG monitor is approximately 9300K. If the white point of the 
CRT 41 differs significantly from the ambient color temperature, the human visual system is thought to be partially 
adapting itself to both and, in actuality, the white point to which the human visual system adapts itself is intermediate 
between the two. Thus, with the ratio R adp , with which the human visual system adapts itself to the white point of the 
35 CRT 41 (adaptation ratio), the white point (L n n , M" n , S w n ) of actual adaptation is defined by the following equation (61): 



Yadp 

^-fc*-(^=)"-M-. + (l-B^).(^)".»t. 
whereY*.- {R-» + (I- R«.) Y*«,"} 1 



...(61) 



55 



[0330] If the absolute tristimulus values of the surrounding light is converted to the relative tristimulus values from the 
equation (43), (Le Un M 6UP S 6ur ) is as shown by the following equation (62): 



42 



BNSDOCID: <EP_ 



__0907283A1_I_> 



EP 0 907 283 A1 



x,. 


= X 


/Y 


Y,. 


= Y 

■ur * a, 


/Y 

tor' A » t tor 


z, 




JY 



70 



(62) 



[0331 ] If the results obtained in the equation (62) are converted at step SI 6 to cone signals, using M EHP the following 
equation (63): 



15 


Lsur 




Xr, sur 




Msur 


= Mehp 


Yr, sur 


20 


Ssur 




Zt, sur 



•(63) 



is obtained. 

[0332] Meanwhile, an experiment on the visual sense indicated that the optimum results can be obtained for the adap- 
ts tation ratio R^p ranging between 0.4 and 0.7. in particular for R adp equal to 0.6. 

[0333] By substituting the adaptation white point found at the above-mentioned two steps into the von Kries adapta- 
tion rule, the following equation (64): 



30 



35 



L*(CRT) 




'l/L"o 


0 


0 


L(CRT) 


M*<CRT) 




0 


1/M"„ 


0 


M(CKI) 


S + (CRD 




0 


0 


1/S"n 


S(CRT) 



...(64) 



where L + (C rt). l+ (crt> l+ (crt> are cone signals obtained after von Kries adaptation rule conversion. 

[0334] From this equation (64), calculations of step S1 7 is performed. 

[0335] It is noted that M wrvk is defined as shown in the following equation (65): 



40 



45 



Mvoo - K = 



1/L"« 0 0 

0 l/M'n 0 

0 0 1/S M . 



...(65) 



so [0336] At step S18 of Fig.22 f conversion from cone signals to the tristimulus values is performed, using the Hunt- 
Pointer-Esteves inverse matrix transform, in accordance with the following equation (66): 



55 
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X + (CRT) 




1.91019 


-1.11214 


0.20195* 


L*(CRT) 


Y* (CRT) 




0.37095 


0.62905 


0.0 


M* (CRT) 


_ Z* (CRT) 




0.0 


0.0 


1.0 


_ S* (CRT) 



• •(66) 



to where X + (CRT) , X + (CRT) and X + (CRT) are tristimulus values after conversion by the von Kries adaptation rule. The follow- 
ing equation (67) is defined: 



15 



Mehp" 1 = 



1.91019 -1.11214 0.20195 
0.37095 0.62905 0.0 
0.0 0.0 1.0 



20 



...(67) 



25 [0337] Then, conversion processing to media relative tristimulus values is performed in accordance with the above 
equation (32). First, by substituting the adaptive white point (L"n, M"n, S"n) into the equation (64), we obtain the follow- 
ing equation (68): 



30 



" Urn 




' L"» " 




= Mvon- K 











35 



40 



1 
1 
1 



(68) 



[0338] Then, by converting this into the tristimulus value, we obtain the following equation (69): 



45 



50 







" LTn 




= Mehp 1 











55 



(69) 
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Therefore, the following equation (70): 



10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



X*mi(CRT) 
Y + nu(CRT) 
Z + mi(CRT) 



Xr, D50 
X + n 
0 

0 

Xr, D50 

0 
0 



0 

Yr. P50 
Y+n 

0 
0 

Yr. D50 

0 



0 
0 

Zr. D50 



X + (CRT) 
Y + (CRT) 
Z + (CRT) 







0 


X + (CRT) 


0 


Y + (CRT) 


Zr. D50 


Z + (CRT) 



holds. 

[0340] The following equation (71): 



Mmr ~ 



Xr.DSO 0 0 

0 Yr.DSO 0 

0 0 Zr.DJO 



(70) 



(71) 



is defined. 

[0341] The processing according to the equation (70) is carried out at step S 19 of Fig.22. 

[0342] Summarizing the processing of steps to S 19 , profile rewriting not resorting to picture data (dr, dg, db) 
becomes possible, so that processing is performed in accordance with steps S 2 i to S23. 

[0343] Specifically, new rTRC, gTRC and bTRC can be found from the equation (48), as functions or conversion 
tables, in accordance with the following equation (72): 

rTRC'tdrJ^CrTRCLdrj + ^/Cl+ro) 



45 



50 



g TRC'[dg3 = (gTRC[dg] + g 0 )/(l+g 0 ) 
bTRC'[db] = (bTRC[db] + b 0 )/(l + b 0 ) 



(72) 



[0344] It is noted that r 0 . g 0 and b 0 are represented from the equations (43), (44) in accordance with the following 
55 equation (73): 



45 
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10 

go 
bo 



= Mxyz . 



Xsur 

Rbk * • Ya,aur 

y$ur 

Rblc- Ya.sur 

Rbk Y* 



...(73) 



10 



[0345] The value represented by this equation (72) is the updated data TRC for the TRC of the input profile 32A. 
[0346] The conversion from the output (r\ g\ b') from TRC to media relative tristimulus values is achieved, using a 
75 color adaptation model, in accordance with 
the following equation (74): 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



X + mr<CRT) 
Y + mr<CRT) 
Z*rai<CRT) 



= Mmr • M£HP 1 'Mvon- K'MeHPM — ] • MxYZ a • MtRC 

\ Y a,mon/ 



Mmr-MEHP* 1 • Mvon - K • MeHP • MxYZ a • MtRC 



[0347] From this equation (74), the following equation (75): 

M'XYZ mr • Mmr ■ MEHP ~ 1 • Mvon - K • MeHP • M.KYZ a • MtRC o 



■<74) 



(75) 



is defined. 

so [0348] Also, from the equation (75), the following equation (76): 
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NT XYZ ror - 



Mmr - MeHP - ' • Mvon K ■ MeHP" MxYZ «• MTRC a 







X* mr. red 


mr, green 


X 1 mr. blue 






mr, red 


mr, green 




10 




Z' mr. ™d 


Z* mr, green 


Z' mr, bloc 



...(76) 



20 



?5 [0349] M' xy2 mr shown in this equation (76) is updated data of data My^z_ m r of the input profile 32A. 
[0350] At this time, the media relative tristimulus values of the RGB phosphors are represented by: 

rXYZ : (X nri roa , Y mr red , Z* mrre i) 

fiXYZ (X green' ^ nsr, green* Z mr> g re «o) 

bXYZ': (X' mftbltie , Y* mr blBe , Z* mr blttC ) 

...(77) 

[0351] From the equation (69), the absolute tristimulus values (relative tristimulus value) in the ICC Profile Format of 
the new white point are obtained by the following equation (78): 

30 -- 

A r. n - - 1 

I n 

Y+r '" = Y^ =1 

7* - 2 " - 1 
Z. r.q - - 1 

Y * . --(78) 



[0352] This value is to be updated data wtpt' of wtpt of the input profile 32A. 

[0353] The input profile 32A of the converter 32 in the picture processing unit 31 of Fig. 16 is updated in the manner 
45 described above. 

[0354] Fig.23 shows the flow of data varied as a result of processing by the picture processing unit 31 . That is, RGB 
data D1 1 from the CRT 41 is converted into XYZ data D1 2 in accordance with the input profile 32A of the converter 32, 
as shown in Fig.23. This data corresponds to data generated at step 14 of Fig.22. This XYZ data D13 is converted into 
L + M + S + data based on the viewing condition parameters. This data corresponds to the data generated at step S17 of 

so Fig.22. This data is converted further to X + mr Y + mr Z + mr D14 corresponding to data generated at step securing spring 
19 in Fig.22. This data is transmitted to the converter 33 via profile Connection Space PCS 61 of Fig.16. 
[0355] The converter 33 receives this data as data d1 5 to convert this data to L + M + S + data D1 6. This data is further 
converted to XYZ data D17 in meeting with the viewing condition parameters on the side of the printer 42. The con- 
verted data is further converted to RGB data D18 in meeting with the output profile 33A. 

55 [0356] The converters 32, 33 shown in Figs. 15. 16 are substantially constituted by a computer shown in Fig.14. 
[0357] In the above-described picture processing system of Figs. 15 and 16, it is the input profile 32 A of the converter 
32 that is re-written. However, it may be the output profile 33A of the converter 33 that is re-written. Fig.24 shows an 
illustrative structure in this case. 
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[0358] That is, in the illustrative structure of Fig.24 t not only a color adaptation model conversion circuit 34 and a view- 
ing condition parameter input unit 35 are provided for re-writing the input profile 32A but also a color adaptation model 
conversion circuit 91 and a viewing condition parameter input unit 92 are provided for re-writing the input profile 33A. 
The viewing condition parameter input unit 92 operates similarly to the viewing condition parameter input unit 35 while 
5 the color adaptation model conversion circuit 91 operates similarly to the color adaptation model conversion circuit 34. 
This enables the output profile 33A to be updated similarly to the input profile 32A. 

[0359] Figs.25 to 29 show the data flow in the above-described embodiment. Figs.25, 26, 27, 28 and 29 correspond 
to the embodiments of Figs.2, 9, 10, 1 1 and 12, respectively. 

[0360] Specifically, in the system of Fig.25, the picture processing unit 1-1 is fed with picture data l in , device profile 
10 data D in and viewing condition parameter data (surrounding parameter data) V in . Based on these data, the picture 
processing unit 1 -1 generates picture data r not dependent on the viewing condition or the device to output the gener- 
ated data to the picture processing unit 1 -2. 

[0361 ] The picture processing unit 1 -2, fed with the device profile data D out and surrounding environmental data V oul , 
uses these data to process the picture data I" to generate and output picture data l out . 

15 [0362] In the system of Fig.26, the picture processing unit 1-1 is fed with the picture data l in , device profile data D in 
and surrounding environmental data V ln . The picture processing unit 1-1 is also fed with device profile data D out and 
surrounding environmental data V out . The picture processing unit 1-1 utilizes the device profile data D in , surrounding 
environmental data V in , device profile data and the surrounding environmental data V out to process the picture data 
l in to generate picture data l out which is outputted to the picture processing unit 1-2. The picture processing unit 1-2 

20 sends the picture data l out to an output device. 

[0363] In the system of Fig.27, the picture processing unit 1-1 directly outputs the input picture data l in , device profile 
data Din and the surrounding environmental data V in to the picture processing unit 1-2. 

[0364] The picture processing unit 1 -2 is also fed with the device profile data D out and the surrounding environmental 
data V ou1 . The picture processing unit 1 -2 utilizes the device profile data D jn , surrounding environmental data V in , device 

25 profile data D out and the surrounding environmental data V out to process the picture data l jn to generate picture data l out . 
[0365] In the picture processing unit 1 -1 of the system of Fig.28. the picture processing unit 1 -1 is fed with the picture 
data l in , device profile data D in and the surrounding environmental data V jn . The picture processing unit 1 -2 directly out- 
puts the input surrounding environmental data V out to the picture processing unit 1-1. The picture processing unit 1 -1 
utilizes the device profile data Din. surrounding environmental data Vin and the surrounding environmental data V out to 

30 process picture data l in to generate device independent picture data I' which is outputted to the picture processing unit 
1-2. 

[0366] The picture processing unit 1 -2 utilizes the input device profile data D out to convert the input picture data I' to 
picture data l out which is outputted. 

[0367] In the system of Fig.29. the picture processing unit 1 -1 is fed with picture data l jn , device profile data D in and 
35 the surrounding environmental data V jn , and utilizes the device profile data D jn to generate device independent picture 
data T from the picture data l in . The generated device independent picture data I' is outputted to the picture processing 
unit 1-2. The picture processing unit 1-1 also directly outputs the surrounding environmental data V jn to the picture 
processing unit 1-2. 

[0368] The picture processing unit 1-2 utilizes the surrounding environmental data V in , device profile data D out and 
40 the surrounding environmental data V out to process the picture data I' to generate and output picture data 1^. 

[0369] In the picture processing units 1-1 and 1 -2, it is arbitrary which data should be applied to which input data, that 
is which data combination should be used. However, in the embodiments of Hgs.9 to 12, the combination shown in 
Figs.30 to 34 is used. 

[0370] That is, in the system of Fig.30 (corresponding to Figs.2 and 25), picture data generated by applying the device 
45 profile data D in to the picture data l in in the converter 1 1 is converted into picture data I" not dependent on the viewing 
conditions or device, by having reference to the surrounding environmental data V jn in the viewing environment conver- 
sion circuit 12. 

[0371 ] Also, in the viewing condition conversion circuit 1 5 of the picture processing unit 1 -2, the picture data generated 
by applying the surrounding environmental data V out to the picture data I" is converted into picture data l out by applying 

so the device profile data D oul in the converter 16. 

[0372] Also, in the system of Fig.31 (corresponding to Figs.9 and 26), the converter 1 1 of the picture processing unit 
1 -1 applies the device profile data D^ to the picture data l jn to generate picture data. To this picture data is applied the 
surrounding environmental data V in in the viewing environment conversion circuit 12. Further, in the viewing condition 
conversion circuit 15, the picture data generated by applying the surrounding environmental data V out to the output of 

55 the viewing environment conversion circuit 1 2 is converted in the converter 1 6 into picture data lo Ut by applying the sur- 
rounding environmental data D out . Therefore, in this case, the picture processing unit 1-2 simply outputs the input pic- 
ture data l out , device profile data D out and the surrounding environmental data V^. 

[0373] In the system of Fig.32 (corresponding to Figs.10 and 27), the picture processing unit 1 -1 directly outputs the 
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input picture data l in , device profile data D jn and the surrounding environmental data V ln to the picture processing unit 
1 -2. In the picture processing unit 1 -2, the converter 1 2 applies the device profile data D in to the picture data l in to output 
the resulting output to the viewing environment conversion circuit 12. The viewing environment conversion circuit 12 
sends to the viewing condition conversion circuit 15 picture data generated on applying the surrounding environmental 
5 data V }n to the picture data from the converter 1 1 . The viewing condition conversion circuit 15 outputs to the converter 
1 6 picture data generated on applying the surrounding environmental data V^ to the input picture data. The converter 
1 6 applies the device profile data D out to the input picture data to generate picture data l out . 

[0374] In the picture processing unit 1 -1 of the system of Fig.33 (corresponding to Figs. 1 1 and 28), the picture data 
generated by applying the device profile data D in to the picture data l jn by the converter 1 1 is outputted to the viewing 
io environment conversion circuit 12. The viewing environment conversion circuit applies the surrounding environmental 
data V out to the input picture data to generate device independent picture data I' which is outputted the picture process- 
ing unit 1-2. 

[0375] The picture processing unit 1 -2,the converter 16 applies the device profile data to the input picture data I" 
to generate picture data l out . 

is [0376] In the system of Fig.34 ( corresponding to Figs. 12 and 29), the converter 1 1 in the picture processing unit 1 -1 
applies the device profile data D in to the picture data l in to generate device independent picture data P. The picture data 
r is converted in the viewing environment conversion circuit 12 of the picture processing unit 1 -2 into picture data which 
takes into account the surrounding environmental data. The resulting data is entered to the viewing condition conver- 
sion circuit 15. The viewing condition conversion circuit 15 applies the 

20 surrounding environmental data V out to the input picture data to generate new picture data which is outputted to the con- 
verter 1 6. The converter 1 6 applies the device profile data D out to the input picture data to generate picture data l out . 
[0377] However, any suitable optional combination of processing operations in the picture processing units 1-1. 1-2 
may be used. 

[0378] For example, the system of Fig.30 applies the surrounding environmental data V in to picture data generated 
25 by applying the device profile data D jn to the picture data l in in the picture processing unit 1 -1 . Alternatively, the device 
profile data D in and the surrounding environmental data Vin may be assembled previously in one data which is applied 
to the picture data l in . Still alternatively, the surrounding environmental data V in may be applied to the picture data l in 
and subsequently the device profile data D jn may be applied. 

[0379] However, if, as in the system shown in Figs. 15, 16 and 24, the surrounding environmental data V in may be 
30 applied to the profile data to re-write the profile into a profile not dependent on the surrounding environment to realize 
the system assuring color appearance coincidence by utilizing the CMS of pre-existing the ICC. This embodiment is 
shown in Figs.35to 37. 

[0380] Fig.35 shows an example of utilizing a pre-existing system. In the system of Fig.35. a color adaptation model 
conversion circuit 802 of a picture processing unit 801 applies the surrounding environmental data V in to the device pro- 

35 file data D in for re-writing to device profile data D' jn which takes surrounding environmental data into account. This 
device profile data D' jn is sent to the picture processing unit 601 along with the picture data l in . As explained with refer- 
ence to Fig.43, there exists a CMS in which picture data l in and the device profile data D jn are supplied to the converter 
602 of the picture processing unit 601 to generate device-independent picture data l\ Thus, by supplying to the picture 
processing unit 601 the device profile data D' in instead of the device profile data D jn to the converter 602 of the picture 

40 processing unit 601 , picture data r not dependent on the viewing condition or the device may be generated and output- 
ted by the converter 602. 

[0381] Similarly, the color adaptation model conversion circuit 804 in the picture processing unit 803 re-writes the 
device profile data D out taking into account the 

surrounding environmental data V out to generate new device profile data D' out . This device prof Be data D' out is supplied 
45 in place of the device profile data D out to the picture processing unit 603 of Fig.43 so that the converter 604 of the pic- 
ture processing unit 603 applies the device profile data D' out to the picture data I" to generate and output picture data 
•out- 

[0382] Fig.36 shows an embodiment of utilizing the pre-existing system of Fig.44. In the system of Fig.36, a color 
adaptation model conversion circuit 812 of a picture processing unit 81 1 rewrites the device profile data Din based on 

so the surrounding environmental data Vin to generate surrounding environmental data independent device profile data 
D'in. If this device profile data D* in is sent along with the picture data l h in place of the device profile data D in . the 
processing similar to that shown in Fig.44 is carried out in the pre-existing picture processing unit 612. 
[0383] That is, the picture data generated by the converter 61 3 applying the device profile data D' in to the picture data 
l in is sent to the converter 614 which is fed by the color adaptation model conversion circuit 814 of the picture process- 

55 ing unit 813 with device profile data D' out corresponding to the device profile data D out rewritten based on the surround- 
ing environmental data V out . The converter 614 applies this device profile data D' out to picture data entered from the 
converter 613 to generate and output picture data l out . 

[0384] Fig.37 shows an example of utilizing the pre-existing system of Fig.45. In the system of Fig.37, a color adap- 
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tation model conversion circuit 822 of a picture processing unit 821 applies the surrounding environmental data V jn to 
the device profile data Din to generate device profile data D' in . This device profile data D* in is sent along with the picture 
data l in in place of the device profile data D into the picture processing unit 621 shown in Fig.45. Also, the device profile 
data D out is rewritten based on the surrounding environmental data by a color adaptation model conversion circuit 
5 824 of a picture processing unit 823 to generate device profile data D' out . These device profile data D' in and D' out are 
sent to the picture processing unit 621 shown in Fig.45. The result is that the converter 622 of a picture processing unit 
612 applies the device profile D' in to the picture data l in to output the resulting data to the converter 623 which then 
applies the device profile data D' out to the input picture data to generate picture data l out . 

[0385] If, in the systems of Figs.35 to 37, the picture processing units601 , 603, 612 and 621 are constituted by, for 
10 example, personal computers, the picture processing units 801 , 804, 811, 813, 821 and 823 can be constructed by a 
scanner, a video camera or a printer. 

[0386] In the foregoing, the present invention has been explained as being applied to a CMS of the ICC. However, the 
present invention can be applied to the CMS other than ICC. 

[0387] As a furnishing medium used for furnishing the computer program adapted for performing the above process- 
is ing, a communication medium, such as a network or a satellite, may be used in addition to a magnetic disc, a CD-ROM 
or a solid memory. 

Industrial Applicability 

20 [0388] In the transmission apparatus, transmission method and the furnishing medium, according to the present 
invention, picture data entered by the input device is converted, responsive to the parameters of the viewing conditions 
under which a picture entered from an input device is viewed, into color appearance index data under the viewing con- 
ditions, and the resulting appearance index data is transmitted over the transmission medium, so that it becomes pos- 
sible to transmit picture data corrected responsive to the viewing condition on the transmitting side to the reception side. 

25 [0389] In the transmission apparatus, transmission method and the furnishing medium, according to the present 
invention, picture data entered by the input device is converted, responsive to the parameters of the viewing conditions 
under which a picture entered from an input device is viewed, into color appearance index data under the viewing con- 
ditions, the color appearance index data is converted, responsive to the viewing condition parameters on the reception 
side, so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by the reception side output device will be coincident with that 

30 of the picture entered by the input device. Thus, there is no necessity of making corrections for the viewing conditions 
on the reception side, as a result of which information processing on the reception side can be simplified. 
[0390] In the transmission apparatus, transmission method and the furnishing medium, according to the present 
invention, the picture entered from the input device and the input viewing condition parameters are transmitted, so that 
there is no necessity of making corrections for the viewing conditions on the transmission side, thus simplifying infor- 

35 mation processing on the transmission side. 

[0391] In the transmission apparatus, transmission method and the furnishing medium, according to the present 
invention, the received picture data is converted so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by the reception 
side output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered by the input device and the picture data so con- 
verted is outputted to the output device. Thus, the picture data can be corrected responsive to the viewing conditions 

40 on the reception side, as a result of which a picture of the same color appearance can be displayed on the reception 
side as that on the transmission side. 

[0392] In the reception apparatus, reception method and the furnishing medium, according to the present invention, 
the parameters of the viewing conditions, under which a picture displayed and outputted on an output device is 
observed, are sent to the transmission side, the picture transmitted from the transmitting side is received and the 
45 received picture data is outputted to the output device, so that the viewing condition parameters on the transmission 
side can be transmitted to the reception side along with the picture data. Thus, it becomes possible to display on an 
output device on the reception side a picture of the same color appearance as that of the picture displayed on the input 
device on the transmission side. 

[0393] In the reception apparatus, reception method and the furnishing medium, according to the present invention, 
so the picture data transmitted from the transmitting side and the viewing condition parameters on the transmission side 
are received, the picture data are converted responsive to the received viewing condition parameters to appearance 
index data corresponding to color appearance under the viewing conditions and the index data are converted so that 
the color appearance of an output picture of the output device will be coincident with that of a picture entered from a 
transmitting side input device, with the resulting picture data being outputted to an output device. Since there is no 
55 necessity of executing corrections responsive to the viewing conditions on the transmitting side, it becomes possible to 
simplify information processing on the transmission side. 

[0394] In picture processing system, reception method and the furnishing medium, according to the present invention, 
the transmitting side converts picture data entered by the input device into color appearance index data corresponding 
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to color appearance under the viewing conditions, responsive to parameters of the viewing condition under which a pic- 
ture entered by an input device is viewed, and transmits the resulting appearance index data via the transmission 
medium. The reception side receives the index data transmitted over the transmission medium, converts the received 
index data, responsive to parameters of the viewing condition under which a picture displayed and outputted on the out- 
5 put device is viewed and outputs the converted picture data to the output device, thus enabling reduction in the differ- 
ence between color appearance of a picture entered from the transmitting side input device and that of a picture 
outputted by an output device on the reception side. 

[0395] In picture processing system, picture processing method and the furnishing medium, according to the present 
invention, the transmitting side converts picture data entered by the input device into color appearance index data cor- 

10 responding to color appearance under the viewing conditions, responsive to parameters of the viewing condition under 
which a picture entered by an input device is viewed. The transmission side also converts the received index data, 
responsive to parameters of the viewing condition, under which a picture displayed and outputted on the output device 
is viewed, in order to output the converted picture data to the output device. The reception side receives data transmit- 
ted over the transmission medium, outputs the received data to the output device and transmits to the transmitting side 

15 the parameters of the viewing conditions under which is viewed the picture displayed and outputted on the output 
device. Thus, it becomes possible to reduce the difference in color appearance between color appearance of a picture 
entered from the transmitting side input device and that of a picture outputted by an output device on the reception side. 
[0396] In picture processing system, picture processing method and the furnishing medium, according to the present 
invention, the transmitting side sends a picture entered by an input device and input viewing condition parameters, while 

20 the reception side receives the picture data sent from the transmitting side and the viewing condition parameters of the 
transmitting side and converts the picture data responsive to the received viewing condition parameters to color appear- 
ance data corresponding to color appearance under the viewing condition. The reception side also converts the index 
data, responsive to the parameters of the viewing condition under which is viewed the picture displayed and outputted 
on the output device, so that the color appearance of the output picture on the output device will be coincident with the 

25 color appearance of the input picture entered from the transmitting side input device. The reception side outputs the 
resulting picture data to the output device. Thus, a picture corrected depending on the viewing conditions on the trans- 
mitting and reception sides js displayed on the reception side, so that it becomes possible to reduce the difference in 
color appearance between the picture entered from the transmitting side input device and that outputted from the output 
device on the reception side. 

30 [0397] In picture processing system, picture processing method and the furnishing medium, according to the present 
invention, since the profile for converting the DDC picture data to DIC picture data or the profile for converting the DIC 
picture data to DDC picture data is rewritten in association with the retrieved viewing condition parameters, color match- 
ing between different pictures can be achieved by directly using the conventional picture processing system. 

35 Claims 

1. A transmitting apparatus for transforming an input picture from an input device for transmitting said picture via a 
transmission medium, comprising: 

40 input means to which are entered parameters of the viewing condition under which said picture entered from 

said input device is viewed; 

transform means for transforming picture data entered by said input device into appearance index data corre- 
sponding to color appearance under said viewing conditions responsive to said viewing condition parameters 
entered from said input means; and 
45 transmission means for transmitting said appearance index data outputted by said transform means via said 

transmission medium. 

2. The transmission apparatus as recited in claim 1 characterized in that said input device outputs a soft copy picture 
by self-light-emission. 

50 

3. The transmission apparatus as recited in claim 2 characterized in that said transform means corrects for contrast 
of said soft copy picture taking into account the effect of the surrounding light as one of the elements of the viewing 
conditions. 

55 4. The transmission apparatus as recited in claim 1 characterized in that said transform means corrects for human 
color adaptation taking into account the effect of the surrounding light as one of the elements of the viewing condi- 
tions. 
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5. A transmitting method for transforming an input picture from an input device for transmitting said picture via a trans- 
mission medium, comprising: 

an input step for inputting parameters of the viewing conditions under which said picture entered from said 
5 input device is viewed; 

a transform step for transforming picture data entered by said input step into appearance index data corre- 
sponding to color appearance under said viewing conditions responsive to said viewing condition parameters 
entered from said input means; and 

a transmission step for transmitting said appearance index data outputted by said transform step via said trans- 
10 mission medium. 

6. A furnishing medium for furnishing a computer program used for a transmission apparatus which is adapted for 
transforming a picture entered by an input device in a pre-set manner and which is used for transmitting said picture 
via a transmission medium; said computer program having 

15 

an input step for inputting parameters of the Viewing condition under which said picture entered from said input 
device is viewed; 

a transform step for transforming picture data entered by said input step into appearance index data corre- 
sponding to color appearance under said viewing conditions responsive to said viewing condition parameters 
20 entered from said input means; and 

a transmission step for transmitting said appearance index data outputted by said transform step via said trans- 
mission medium. 

7. A transmitting apparatus for transforming an input picture from an input device for transmitting said picture via a 
25 transmission medium, comprising: 

input means to which are entered parameters of the viewing condition under which said picture entered from 
said input device is viewed; 

first transform means for transforming picture data entered by said input device into appearance index data 
30 corresponding to color appearance under said viewing conditions responsive to said viewing condition param- 

eters entered from said input means; 

reception means for receiving viewing condition parameters on the reception side; 

second transform means for converting said index data responsive to parameters of the viewing condition on 
the reception side received by said reception means so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by an 
35 output device on the reception side will be coincident with that of a picture entered by said input device; and 

transmission means for transmitting data outputted by said second transform means over said transmission 
medium. 

8. A transmitting method for transforming an input picture from an input device for transmitting said picture via a trans- 
40 mission medium, comprising: 

an input step for inputting parameters of the viewing conditions under which said picture entered from said 
input device is viewed; 

a first transform step for transforming picture data entered by said input device into appearance index data cor- 
45 responding to color appearance under said viewing conditions responsive to said viewing condition parameters 

entered from said input step; 

a reception step for receiving viewing condition parameters on the reception side; 

a second transform step for converting said index data responsive to parameters of the viewing conditions on 
the reception side received by said reception step so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by an 
so output device on the reception side will be coincident with that of a picture entered by said input device; and 

a transmission step for transmitting data outputted by said second transform step over said transmission 
medium. 

9. A furnishing medi urn for furnishing a computer program used for a transmission apparatus adapted for transforming 
55 a picture entered by an input device in a pre-set manner and for transmitting said picture via a transmission 

medium; said computer program having 

an input step for inputting parameters of the viewing conditions under which said picture entered from said 
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input device is viewed; 

a first transform step for transforming picture data entered by said input device into appearance index data cor- 
responding to color appearance under said viewing conditions responsive to said viewing condition parameters 
entered from said input step; 

5 a reception step for receiving viewing condition parameters on the reception side; 

a second transform step for converting said index data responsive to parameters of the viewing condition on 
the reception side received by said reception step so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by an 
output device on the reception side will be coincident with that of a picture entered by said input device; and 
a transmission step for transmitting data outputted by said second transform step over said transmission 

10 medium. 

10. A transmitting apparatus for transforming an input picture from an input device for transmitting said picture via a 
transmission medium, comprising: 

is input means to which are entered parameters of the viewing conditions under which said picture entered from 

said input device is viewed; and 

transmitting means for transmitting said picture entered from said input device and said viewing condition 
parameters entered from said input means. 

20 1 1 . A transmitting method for transforming an input picture from an input device for transmitting said picture via a trans- 
mission medium, comprising: 

an input step for inputting parameters of the viewing conditions under which said picture entered from said 
input device is viewed; and 

25 a transmitting step for transmitting said picture entered from said input device and said viewing condition 

parameters entered from said input step. 

12. A furnishing medium for furnishing a computer program used for a transmission apparatus which is adapted for 
transforming a picture entered by an input device in a pre-set manner and which is used for transmitting said picture 

30 via a transmission medium; said computer program having 

an input step for inputting parameters of the viewing conditions under which said picture entered from said 
input device is viewed; and 

a transmitting step for transmitting said picture entered from said input device and said viewing condition 
35 parameters entered from said input step. 

1 3. A reception apparatus for receiving picture data entered and transmitted from a transmission side input device after 
conversion in agreement with viewing condition parameters of the transmitting side, and for displaying and output- 
ting the picture data on an output device, comprising: 

40 

reception means for receiving said picture data transmitted from the transmitting side; 

input means for entering parameters of the viewing conditions under which is viewed a picture displayed and 

outputted on said output device; 

transform means for converting the picture data received by said reception means, responsive to said viewing 
45 condition parameters entered from said input means, so that the color appearance of the picture displayed and 

outputted on said output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from said input device on the 
transmitting side; and 

output means for outputting the picture data converted by said transform means to said output device. 

so 14. The reception apparatus as recited in claim 13 characterized in that said output device outputs a soft copy picture 
by serf-light-emission. 

15. The reception apparatus as recited in claim 14 characterized in that said transform means corrects for contrast of 
said soft copy picture taking into account the effect of the surrounding light as one of the elements of the viewing 

55 conditions. 

16. The transmission apparatus as recited in claim 13 characterized in that said transform means corrects for human 
color adaptation taking into account the effect of the surrounding light as one of the elements of the viewing condi- 
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tions. 

17. A reception method for receiving picture data entered and transmitted from the transmission side input device after 
conversion in agreement with viewing condition parameters of the transmitting side, comprising: 

5 

a reception step for receiving said picture data transmitted from the transmitting side; 

an input step for entering parameters of the viewing conditions under which is viewed a picture displayed and 
outputted on said output device; 

a transform step for converting the picture data received by said reception step, responsive to said viewing con- 
10 dition parameters entered from said input step, so that the color appearance of the picture displayed and out- 

putted on said output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from said input device; and 
an output step for outputting the picture data converted by said transform step to said output device. 

18. A furnishing medium for furnishing a computer program used in a reception apparatus for receiving picture data 
15 entered and transmitted from a transmission side input device after conversion in agreement with viewing condition 

parameters of the transmitting side and those of the reception side, and for displaying and outputting the received 
picture data on an output device, said computer program comprising: 

a reception step for receiving said picture data transmitted from said transmitting side; 
so an input step for inputting parameters of the viewing conditions under which is viewed a picture displayed and 

outputted on said output device; 

a transform step for converting the picture data received by said reception step responsive to said viewing con- 
dition parameters received by said input step so that the color appearance of the picture displayed and output- 
ted on said output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from said input device; and 
25 an output step for outputting the picture data converted by said transform step to said output device. 

1 9. A reception apparatus for receiving picture data entered and transmitted from a transmission side input device after 
conversion in agreement with viewing condition parameters of the transmitting side and those of the reception side, 
and for displaying and outputting the received picture data on an output device, comprising: 

30 

input means to which are entered parameters of the viewing conditions under which a picture displayed and 
outputted on said output device is viewed; 

transmitting means for transmitting the viewing condition parameters entered from said input means to said 
transmitting side; 

35 reception means for receiving said picture data transmitted from said transmitting side; and 

output means for outputting the picture data received by said reception means to said output device. 

20. A reception method for receiving picture data entered and transmitted from a transmission side input device after 
conversion in agreement with viewing condition parameters of the transmitting side and those of the reception side, 

40 and for displaying and outputting the received picture data on an output device, comprising: 

an input step to which are entered parameters of the viewing conditions under which a picture displayed and 
outputted on said output device is viewed; 

a transmitting step for transmitting the viewing condition parameters entered from said input step to said trans- 
45 mitting side; 

a reception step for receiving said picture data transmitted from said transmitting side; and 

an output step for outputting the picture data received by said reception step to said output device. 

21. A furnishing medium for furnishing a computer program used in a reception apparatus for receiving picture data 
so entered and transmitted from a transmission side input device after conversion in agreement with viewing condition 

parameters of the transmitting side and those of the reception side, and for displaying and outputting the received 
picture data on an output device, said computer program comprising: 

an input step to which are entered parameters of a viewing condition under which a picture displayed and out- 
55 putted on said output device is viewed; 

a transmitting step for transmitting the viewing condition parameters entered from said input means to said 
transmitting side; 

a reception step for receiving said picture data transmitted from said transmitting side; and 
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an output step for outputting the picture data received by said reception means to said output device. 

22. A reception apparatus for receiving picture data transmitted from a transmitting side and entered from an input 
device of said transmitting side and parameters of the viewing conditions under which a picture entered from said 

5 input device is viewed, and for displaying and outputting the received picture data and parameters on an output 

device, comprising: 

reception means for receiving said picture data and the viewing condition parameters of said transmitting side, 
transmitted from the transmitting side; 
10 first transform means for transforming said picture data into color appearance index data under said viewing 

conditions responsive to said viewing condition parameters received by said reception means; 
input means to which are entered viewing condition parameters for viewing a picture displayed and outputted 
on said output device; 

second transform means for converting said index data responsive to parameters of the viewing condition 
is entered by said input means so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by said output device will be 

coincident with that of a picture entered by said input device on the transmitting side; and 
output means for outputting picture data obtained by said second transform means to said output device. 

23. A reception method for receiving picture data transmitted from a transmitting side and entered from an input device 
20 of said transmitting side and parameters of the viewing conditions under which a picture entered from said input 

device is viewed, and for displaying and outputting the received picture data and parameters on an output device, 
comprising: 

a reception step for receiving said picture data and the viewing condition parameters of said transmitting side,. 
25 transmitted from the transmitting side; 

a first transform step for transforming said picture data into appearance index data corresponding to color 
appearance under said viewing conditions responsive to said viewing condition parameters received by said 
reception step; 

an input step to which are entered viewing condition parameters for viewing a picture displayed and outputted 
30 on said output device; 

a second transform step for converting said index data responsive to parameters of the viewing conditions 
entered by said input step so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by said output device will be coin- 
cident with that of a picture entered by said input device on the transmitting side; and 
an output step for outputting picture data obtained by said second transform step to said output device. 

35 

24. A furnishing medium for furnishing a computer program used for a reception apparatus for receiving picture data 
transmitted from a transmitting side and entered from an input device of said transmitting side and parameters of 
the viewing conditions under which a picture entered from said input device is viewed, and for displaying and out- 
putting the received picture data and parameters on an output device, 

40 

said computer program comprising: 

a reception step for receiving said picture data and the viewing condition parameters of said transmitting side, 
transmitted from the transmitting side; 

a first transform step for transforming said picture data into appearance index data corresponding to color 
45 appearance under said viewing conditions responsive to said viewing condition parameters received by said 

reception step; 

an input step to which are entered viewing condition parameters for viewing a picture displayed and outputted 
on said output device; 

a second transform step for converting said index data responsive to parameters of the viewing conditions 
so entered by said input step so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by said output device will be coin- 

cident with that of a picture entered by said input device on the transmitting side; and 
an output step for outputting picture data obtained by said second transform step to said output device. 

25. A picture processing system in which a transmitting side performs pre-set conversion on a picture entered from an 
55 input device to transmit said picture via a transmission medium and in which a reception side performs pre-set con- 
version on said picture transmitted via said transmission medium to display and output the converted picture on an 
output device; characterized in that 
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said transmitting side includes 

first input means to which are entered viewing condition parameters for observing said picture entered from 
said input device; 

first transform means for converting picture data entered from said input device into appearance index data 
5 associated with color appearance under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters 

entered from said first input means; and 

transmission means for transmitting said appearance index data outputted by said first transform means via 
said transmission medium; and in that 
said reception side includes 
10 reception means for receiving said index data transmitted via said transmission medium; 

second input means to which are entered parameters of the viewing conditions under which a picture displayed 
and outputted on said output device is viewed; 

second transform means for converting index data received by said reception means responsive to the param- 
eters of the viewing conditions entered from said second input means so that the color appearance of the pic- 
15 ture displayed and outputted on said output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from said 

input device on the transmitting side; and 

outputting means for outputting the picture data converted by said second transform means to said output 
device. 

20 26. A picture processing method in which a transmitting side performs pre-set conversion on a picture entered from an 
input device to transmit said picture via a transmission medium and in which a reception side performs pre-set con- 
version on said picture transmitted via said transmission medium to display and output the converted picture on an 
output device; characterized in that 

25 said transmitting side includes 

a first input step to which are entered viewing condition parameters for observing said picture; 

a first transform step for converting picture data entered from said input device into appearance index data 

associated with color appearance under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters 

entered from said first input step; and 
30 a transmission step for transmitting said appearance index data outputted by said first transform step via said 

transmission medium; and in that 

said reception side includes 

a reception step for receiving said index data transmitted via said transmission medium; 

a second input step to which are entered parameters of the viewing conditions under which a picture displayed 

35 and outputted on said output device is viewed; 

a second transform step for converting index data received by said reception step responsive to the parame- 
ters of the viewing conditions entered from said second input step so that the color appearance of the picture 
displayed and outputted on said output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from said input 
device on the transmitting side; and 

40 an output step for outputting picture data converted by said second conversion step to said output device. 

27. A furnishing medium for furnishing a computer program used in a picture processing system in which a transmitting 
side performs pre-set conversion on a picture entered from an input device to transmit said picture via a transmis- 
sion medium and in which a reception side performs pre-set conversion on said picture transmitted via said trans- 
45 mission medium to display and output the converted picture on an output device; characterized in that 

a computer program portion of said transmitting side includes 

a first input step to which are entered viewing condition parameters for observing said picture entered from said 
input device; 

so a first transform step for converting picture data entered from said input device into appearance index data 

associated with color appearance under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters 
entered from said first input step; and ^ 
a transmission step for transmitting said appearance data outputted by said first transform step via said trans- 
mission medium; and in that 

55 a computer program portion of said reception side includes 

a reception step for receiving said index data transmitted via said transmission medium; 

a second input step to which are entered parameters of the viewing conditions under which a picture displayed 

and outputted on said output device is viewed; 
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a second transform step for converting index data received by said reception step responsive to the parame- 
ters of the viewing conditions entered from said second input step so that the color appearance of the picture 
displayed and outputted on said output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from said input 
device on the transmitting side; and 

an output step for outputting picture data converted by said second conversion step to said output device. 

28. A picture processing system in which a transmitting side performs pre-set conversion on a picture entered from an 
input device to transmit said picture via a transmission medium and in which a reception side displays and outputs 
the converted picture on an output device; characterized in that 



10 



said transmitting side includes 

first input means to which are entered viewing condition parameters for observing said picture entered from 
said input device; 

first transform means for converting picture data entered from said input device into appearance index data 
is associated with color appearance under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters 

entered from said first input means; 

first reception means for receiving parameters of the viewing conditions on the reception side for observing a 
picture displayed and outputted on said output device; 

second transform means for converting the index data outputted by said first transform means responsive to 
20 the viewing condition parameters received by said first reception means so that the color appearance of the 

picture displayed and outputted on said output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from 
the input device; and 

first transmission means for transmitting data obtained by said second transform means via said transmission 

medium; and in that 
25 said reception side includes 

second reception means for receiving said data transmitted via said transmission medium; 

output means for outputting said data received by said second reception means to said output device; 

second input means to which are entered parameters of viewing conditions under which a picture displayed 

and outputted on said output device is observed; and 
30 second transmission means for transmitting the viewing condition parameters entered from said second input 

means to said transmitting side. '-' 

29. A picture processing method in which a transmitting side performs pre-set conversion on a picture entered from an 
input device to transmit said picture via a transmission medium and in which a reception side displays and outputs 
35 the converted picture on an output device; characterized in that 

said transmitting side includes 

a first input step to which are entered viewing condition parameters for observing said picture entered from said 
input device; 

40 a first transform step for converting picture data entered from said input device into appearance index data 

associated with color appearance under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters 
entered from said first input step; 

a first reception step for receiving parameters of viewing conditions on the reception side for observing a pic- 
ture displayed and outputted on said output device; 
45 a second transform step for converting the index data outputted by said first transform step responsive to the 

viewing condition parameters received by said first reception step so that the color appearance of the picture 
displayed and outputted on said output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from the input 
device; and 

a first transmission step for transmitting data obtained by said second transform step via said transmission 
so medium; and in that 

said reception side includes 

a second reception step for receiving said data transmitted via said transmission medium; 
an output step for outputting said data received by said second reception step to said output device; 
a second input step to which are entered parameters of viewing conditions under which a picture displayed and 
55 outputted on said output device is observed; and 

a second transmission step for transmitting the viewing condition parameters entered from said second input 
step to said transmitting side. 
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30. A furnishing medium for furnishing a computer program used in a picture processing system in which a transmitting 
side performs pre-set conversion on a picture entered from an input device to transmit said picture via a transmis- 
sion medium and in which a reception side displays and outputs the picture transmitted via said transmission 
medium on an output device; characterized in that 



a transmitting side computer program portion includes 

a first input step to which are entered viewing condition parameters for observing said picture entered from said 
input device; 

a first transform step for converting picture data entered from said input device into appearance index data 
associated with color appearance under the viewing conditions responsive to the viewing condition parameters 
entered from said first input step; 

a first reception step for receiving parameters of viewing conditions on the reception side for observing a pic- 
ture displayed and outputted on said output device; 

a second transform step for converting the index data outputted by said first transform step responsive to the 
viewing condition parameters received by said first reception step so that the color appearance of the picture 
displayed and outputted on said output device will be coincident with that of the picture entered from the input 
device; and 

a first transmission step for transmitting data obtained by said second transform step via said transmission 
medium; and in that 

a reception side computer program portion includes 

a second reception step for receiving said data transmitted via said transmission medium; 

an output step for outputting said data received by said second reception step to said output device; 

a second input step to which are entered parameters of viewing conditions under which a picture displayed and 

outputted on said output device is observed; and 

a second transmission step for transmitting the viewing condition parameters entered from said second input 
step to said transmitting side. 

31- A picture processing system in which a transmitting side transmits a picture entered from an input device via a 
transmission medium and in which a reception side performs pre-set conversion on the picture transmitted via said 
transmission medium to display and output the converted picture on an output device, characterized in that 

said transmitting side includes 

first input means to which are entered parameters of viewing conditions under which is viewed said picture 
entered from said input device; and 

transmission means for transmitting the picture entered from said input device and said viewing condition 
parameters entered from said first input means; 
said reception side includes 

reception means for receiving said picture data and the transmitting side viewing condition parameters, trans- 
mitted from said transmitting side; 

first transform means for converting said picture data into appearance index data associated with color appear- 
ance under the viewing conditions of the transmitting side responsive to the viewing condition parameters 
received by said reception means; 

second input means to which are entered parameters on the reception side viewing conditions for observing 
the picture displayed and outputted on said output device; 

second conversion means for converting said index data responsive to said viewing condition parameters 
entered from said second input means so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by said output 
device will be coincident with that of a picture entered from the input device on the transmitting side; and 
output means for outputting picture data obtained by said second conversion means to said output device. 

32. A picture processing method in which a transmitting side transmits a picture entered from an input device via a 
transmission medium and in which a reception side performs pre-set conversion on the picture transmitted via said 
transmission medium to display and output the converted picture on an output device, characterized in that 

said transmitting side includes 

a first input step to which are entered parameters of viewing conditions under which is viewed said picture 
entered from said input device; and 

a transmission step for transmitting the picture entered from said input device and said viewing condition 
parameters entered from said first input step; 



58 



EP0 907 283 A1 



said reception side includes 

a reception step for receiving said picture data and the transmitting side viewing condition parameters, trans- 
mitted from said transmitting side; 

a first transform step for converting said picture data into appearance index data associated with color appear- 
5 ance under the viewing conditions of the transmitting side responsive to the viewing condition parameters 

received by said reception step; 

a second input step to which are entered parameters on the reception side viewing conditions for observing the 
picture displayed and outputted on said output device; 

a second conversion step for converting said index data responsive to said viewing condition parameters 
10 entered from said second input step so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by said output device 

will be coincident with that of a picture entered from the input device on the transmitting side; and 
an output step for outputting picture data obtained by said second conversion step to said output device. 

33. A furnishing medium for furnishing a computer program used in a picture processing system in which a transmitting 
is side transmits a picture entered from an input device via a transmission medium and in which a reception side per- 
forms pre-set conversion on the picture transmitted via said transmission medium to display and output the con- 
verted picture on an output device, characterized in that 

a transmitting side computer program portion includes 
20 a first input step to which are entered parameters of viewing conditions under which is viewed said picture 

entered from said input device; and 

a transmission step for transmitting the picture entered from said input device and said viewing condition 
parameters entered from said first input step; and in that 
a reception side computer program portion includes 
25 a reception step for receiving said picture data and the transmitting side viewing condition parameters, trans- 

mitted from said transmitting side; 

a first transform step for converting said picture data into appearance index data associated with color appear- 
ance under the viewing conditions of the transmitting side responsive to the viewing condition parameters 
received by said reception step; 
30 a second input step to which are entered viewing condition parameters on the reception side for observing the 

picture displayed and outputted on said output device; 

a second conversion step for converting said index data responsive to said viewing condition parameters 
entered from said second input step so that the color appearance of a picture outputted by said output device 
will be coincident with that of a picture entered from the input device on the transmitting side; and 
35 an output step for outputting the picture data obtained by said second conversion step to said output device. 

34. A picture data processing apparatus comprising: 

first retrieval means for retrieving a profile for converting DDC picture data into DIC picture data or for convert- 
40 ing DIC picture data into DIC picture data; 

second retrieval means for retrieving viewing condition parameters; and 

rewriting means for rewriting a profile retrieved by said first retrieval means in association with said viewing 
condition parameters retrieved by said second retrieval means. 

45 35. The picture data processing apparatus as recited in claim 34 characterized in that said second retrieval means 
retrieves said viewing condition parameters entered from an input picture or sensor adapted for entering the view- 
ing condition parameters. 

36. The picture data processing apparatus as recited in claim 34 characterized in that said profile is an ICC profile for- 
50 mat profile. 

37. A picture data processing method comprising: 

a first retrieval step of retrieving a profile for converting DDC picture data int DIC picture data or for converting 
55 DIC picture data into DDC picture data; 

a second retrieval step of retrieving viewing condition parameters; and 

a rewriting step of rewriting a profile retrieved in said first retrieval step in association with said viewing condi- 
tion parameters retrieved in said second retrieval step. 
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38. A furnishing medium for furnishing a computer program having 

a first retrieval step for retrieving a profile for converting DDC picture data into D IC picture data or for converting 
DIC picture data into DIC picture data; 
5 a second retrieval step for retrieving viewing condition parameters; and 

a rewriting step for rewriting the profile retrieved by said first retrieval means in association with said viewing 
condition parameters retrieved by said second retrieval means. 
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